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The Steps of a good Man are ordered by the i 

LoxD; and he delighteth in his Way. He i 
is his Strength in the Time of Trouble. 
Pl. XXXVIL 23. 31 
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[MEMOIRS | 


of the LIFE * | 
JounRo BERTS,, 


HAVE had it on my Mind, for ſome. Years 
paſt, to commit to Writing ſome memo-_ 
rable Paſſages, the Chief of which were tranÞ;, 
= acted in my Time, iow with ſome. ſhore” . 
* Account of our Family. 1 
My Grandfather's Name was Joun Rouznrs, alias -_ 
Harwoop. He liv'd at a Village call'd Sidngron; withio. 
a Mile of Cirenceſter, in Glaucefferſtire. I have heard he 
= lived reputably on a little Eſtate of his own, which he oc- 
cupied, He married Mary Sor Liss, Siſter to Anvaew 
SoLLIss, Eſq; who was 1h the Commiſſion of the Peace; 
and ſuſtain'd great Spoil in the Time of the Civil War be-” 
JW tween K. CyarLEs I. and the Parliament. I have heard that 
2 Colonel, and his Men, and Horſes, quarter'd themſelves - 
upon him a conſiderable Time together, n their n 
to the Corn and Hay Mows. A 
My Father and his next Neighbour went into the Army 1 
under Oliver Cronewell, and continued till they heard 0. 1 
renceſier was taken by the King's Party; when they thought bi 
proper to return home, to ras (ev It fared. mu . Parents _ 
and Relations. —_ 
As they were paſſing by D they were | difcorentd — 
ind purſued by two Soldiers of the King's Party (then 
in Poſſeſſion of the Town.) Seeing themſelves purſued, they f 
quitted their Horſes, and took to their Heels: But by rew= | ⁵ 
bon of their Accoutrements could make but little Speed. They I 
tame ths with mY Father firſt ; and tho he begged fot 
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Quarter, none they would give him; but laid on him wich 
their Swords, cutting and ſlaſhing his Hands and Arms, which 
he held up to ſave is Head; as the Marks upon them did 
long after teſtify. At length it pleaſed the Almighty to put. 
it into his Mind to fall. down on his Face; which he did 
Hereupon the Soldiers, being on Horſeback, cry'd to each! 
other, Alight, and cut his 1 hroat ! But neither of them 
did ; yet continued to ſtrike and-prick him about the Jaws, 
till they thought him dead. Then they left him, and pur- 
ſued his Neighbour, whom they preſently overtook andi 
kill'd. Soon after they had left my Father, it was ſaid in 
bis Heart, Ri/e and fre f r thy Life; which Call he obey'sd Ml 
and ſtarting upon his Feet, his Enemies eſpy'd him in Mo- |. 
tion, and purſu'd him again. He ran down a ſteep Hill, and 
thro' a River, which ran at the Bottom of it; tho' with; 
exceeding Difficulty, his Boots filling with Water, and big 
_ Wounds bleeding very much, They fullow'd him to the 
Top of the Hill; but, ſeeing he had got. over, purſued 
Him no farther. He was at a Loſs which Way to take in 
this wounced ard diſconſolate Condition, being ſurrounded 
with Enemies on every Hand. At length he determin'd to 
18 d bis Uncle Scliſis; from whence he ſent a Servant to 
a Widow at Grenciſler (at whoſe Houſe the Chief Officers 
lay) with whom he was acquainted, "deſiring her to come to 
him; which ſhe readily did, and offered him all the Service 
in her Power. He defir'd her, as the Principal Officers lay 
at her Houſe, to uſe her Intereſt with 'em to give Command 
that none of the Soldiers might offer him any Abuſe, which 
| ſhe effected; and in Good-will to her, they likewiſe ſent the 3 
ableſt Surgeon to him. He was a Man of great Skill, but . 
of a ſour Diſpoſition; for he told my Father, / he ha A 
muict him in the Fiel, he would have kill d him bimſelf; bi 3 
= mow, ſaid he, Il cure you; which he did. When my F 23 
ther found himſelf able, he went to- his Father's Houſe, and 
found him very ill in Bed. They greeted each other wing 
many Tears, and a great Intermixture of Joy and Sor 
row. Aﬀer ſome Time, my Father perceiv'd im t 
tremble to ſuch a Degree, that the Bed ſhook under him 
Upon which my Father aſk'd kim how it was with bim 
He reply d, I am well: I feel no Pain. Tis the might Y 
« Power of Gop chat thakes me.” After lying ſtill 10m 
Time, he broke out in a ſweet Melody of Spirit, ſaying 3 
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In the Logp only have I Righteouſneſs and Strength! In * 
Go have I Salvation!“ I don't remember to have . 
eard he ſaid any Thing more before his Departure. 
The Civil War continuing, my Father found he could noee˖ 
Je ſafe at home, and therefore he. went again, and conti: "i 
ued 'till near the Conclufion of that dreadful Eruption; | 
ben he return'd again to his ſorrowful Family at Siddington. 
ter ſome Time he took to Wife Lydia Tindal, Daughter 
ff Themas Tindal of Slincomb, near Durſſey; a religious Fa- 
nily, and one of thoſe under the Denomination of Paritans. 
BY:tthew Hale (afterwards Lord Chief. Juſtice of England} 
as her Kinſman, and drew. her Marriage- Settlement. It 

eaſed Gop to give em Six Children, viz. John, Foſeph, „BJ 
hae, Themas, Nathaniel, and Daniel. Toſeph and Lydia _ 
ed young; Thomas was kill'd, at the Age of Fourteen, by 
Kick from a Mare; the reſt living to Man's Eſtate. 

ln the Year 1665, it pleaſed the Lord to ſend Two Wo- 
ren Fricnds, out of the Nerth, to Cirenceſter, who, enquir- „ 

| 


L ns after ſuch as feared Gop, were directed to my Father 
cs the likelieſt Perſon to entertain em. They came to his 


WHouſe, ard defired a Meeting. He granted it, and invited 
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oereral of his Acquaintance to fit with em. After ſome Time 
f Silence, the Friend: ſpake a few Words, which had a 

Wood Effect. After the Meeting, my Father endeavour'd 

engage em in Diſcourſe: But they ſaid little, only recom- 1 

rended him to Richard Farnfarorth, then Priſoner for the 1 

eſtimony of Truth, in Banbury Jail, to whom they were 

eing. Upon the Recommendation my Father went ſhortly : 

iu ter to the Priſon, in order to converſe with Richard; 

here he met with the two Women who had been at his 
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a fouſe. The Turnkey was- den) ing them Entrance, and | 
king them he had an Order not to let any of thoſe gig. 
a Perple in; and therefore, if they did go in, be would 


% them there. But upon my Father's Deſire they were 


n - 
emitted in along with him, and conducted, through ſcyeral _W 

oms, to a Dungeon where Richard Farnſworth was W 

eaching, thro' a Grate, to the People in the Street. But | WW 
m een after they came in he defified, and, after a little Time | 
Silence, turning to them, he ſpake to this Purpoſe : "That  Þ 
y Zochcus, being a Man of low Stature, and having a Mind | 1 
ne to ſee CnrisT, ran before, and climb'd up into a SycoCn?: 


nore Tree: And our Saviour, knowing his good Defires, + W 
. | , A 3 © calf if 
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© calfd to him, Zacheus, come down ! This Day is Saloatin i 
come to thy Houſe. Thus, Zacheus was like ſome in our 
Day, who, are climbing op into the Tree of Knowledge, . 
thinking to find CnRisr there. But the Word now is, Za- 
© 'theus come down ! come down ! for that which it to 3e 

© tnown of GoD is manifefied Wiram.* This, with more 
to the ſame Purpoſe, was ſpoken in ſuch Authority, that, 
when my Father came home, he told my Mother he had 
ſeen Richard Farnſworth, who had ſpoke to his Condition 
as if he had known him from his Youth. And after this 

| Time he patiently bore the Crofs ; and afterwards, when 
it pleaſed Gop to communicate to him a Portion of the 
Knowledge of his Bleſſed Truth, a Neceflity was laid upor 
him, one Firſt-Day Morning to go to the Publick Worſhip- 
houſe in Czrencefter in the Time of Worſhip, not knowing 
what might be required of him there. He went; and 
Sanding with his Hat on, the Prieſt was ſilent for ſome 
Time: But being aſk'd why he did not go on? he anſwer d 

he could not, while that Man flood with his Hat on. Upon 

| this, ſome took him by the Arm, and led him into the 
| Street, ſtaying at the Door to keep him out: But after wait 
ing a little in Stillneſs, he found himſelf clear, and paſſed 
away. As he paſs'd the Market-place, the Tie of his Sho 
acken'd; and, while he ſtooped down to faſten it, a Man 
came behind him, and ſtruck him on the Back a hard Blo 
With a Stone, ſaying, There, take that for JIxsus CurisT' 
fake. He anſwer'd, So 7 de; not looking back to ſee wh 
it was, but quietly going his Way. A few Days after 
Man came and aſked him Forgiveneſs; telling him He wal 
the unhappy Man that gave him the Blow on his Back, ang 
he could have no Reſt fince he had done it. I 
Not long after, Three Friends came that Way, wha 
found the ike Concern, viz. Robert Silvefter, Philip Gre 
and Thomas Onyon. "Theſe ſtanding in the Steeple-hou 
Vith their Hats on, tho they faid nothing, the Prieſt wa 
filent: And being aſk'd if he was not well? he anſwer oil 
be could not go forward while thoſe dumb Dogs flood tber 
Whereupon the People dragg'd em out: And the Pri, 
afterwards informing a Juſtice that they interrupted him ly. 
Divine Service, they were bound oyer to the Quarter- Sel 
ons. My Father, at their Defire, accompany'd them 
the Seſſions: And, when they were called, and the Pri 
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and they were all ſent to Priſon. 


» 5 ; my Father, aſk'd him if he was willing to have his Liberty ³ 
do go home to his Wife and Family? Upon what Terms 

| E Uncle ? ſaid my Father. - 
E Doors, and let you out. 


a= tance ? 


home, having alſo the Jailer's Leave. 


| them any Queſtions, order'd their Mittimus to be made. 
W iofomuch that he, 


bar is right ? Whereupon John Stephens, of Lipeat (then 1 


Stone Doublet? There's many an honeſter Man than you hang d. ? j 


L hould come dh cut my Throat: And, ſnatching up a Ball of 


ws "we Mother akking the Reaſon of it, he anſwer- _ 0 


* 3 N 1 HS T0" * 3 17 * * — F ry ö N 2 
ITN 7 * E J 2 erg | BY T7 ” *, * N wY 5 IP = 2 
9 12 „„ bbb . 
7 ; y 


19 ä 


had accuſed thc, the Bench, in a Rage, We aſking j 


** 


This unjuſt and * Proceeding kindled my Father's Zeal; 

epping forward, calFd to the Juſtices, i 
ſaying, Are not thoſe, who ſit on the Bench ſworn to do Fu 
flice? bb there not a Man among you that will. db the Thing: 


Chair-man) cry'd' out, Eh are you, Sirrah ? What is your. AY a 
Name? My Father telling him his Name, he ſaid, I am 
glad 1 hare you here: I have heard of you: You deſerve a 3 | 


It may be ſo, anſwer'd my Father: But what aff th thou think 
tecomes of thoſe that hang honeſt Men? The Juſtice reply d, 

Fl ſend. you to Priſen ; and if any Inſurrection or Tumult be in 
the Lang, Tl come and cut your Throat firſt with my ont 
Sword; for I fear to ſleep in my Bed, left ſuch Fanatichs 


Wax, he violently 
Blow by ſtepping aſide. Their Mittimus's were then made, - 


rew it at my Father; who avoided ths: * 


The ſame Evening my Uncle Solliſ, who was one of the. - 
Juſtices on the Bench, came to the Priſon, and, calling for 


Juſtice. Upon ſuch Terms, that the Jailer open che ö ll 
John Roberts. V bat! without entering info 0 any . 


Fuſtice. Yes. | 2 

John Roberts. Then I accept of my Liberty. Bur a 
Uncle, how and ſeveral others could fit upon the Bench as 
with your humbs in your Mouths, when you Huld ſpeak a 
oo in W of the Innocent. 

ou muſt learn to live under a Law, Cone 

And if you'll accept of your Liberty till next Seſſions, you | 
may have it: If not, ftay where you are. 

So they parted; and on the Morrow wy Father went 


wo the Nig ht a Concern came upon * with - ſuch 9 
— that 3 him tremble till the Bed ſhook un- 


ed: 


” * 


ed: The Loxp requires hard Thirgs of me : 


If it would ple 
him, I bad rather lay down Y d pleaſe 


. my Life thaw obey him in aubat be 
thou art fully perſuaded the Loxp requires it of thee, I 
would not have thee difobey bim; for he will require no- 

. © thing of us but what he will enable us to go thro : There- 
© fore we have good Cauſe to truſt in him, On which he 
faid, I muſt go to this John Stephens, who is my great Enemy, 
and ſent me to Priſen, at here he ſaid he would ſecure me; ond 
as my Unele Solliſs in Kindneſs has given me Leave to come home, 
I con expet? no more Fawiur from him, if I now go and run 
my/elf into the Mouth of my Adverſary, But J muſt ge hat- 

ever 1 ſuffer. He aroſe, and prepared for his Journey; but 
durſt eat or drink nott.ing. When he mounted his Horſe, 
the Command of the Loxp was to him, Remember Lot's 
Wife : Look not back. So on he rede very chearfully 8 or q 
Miles, till he came within Sight of the Juſtice's Houſe; and 
then he let in the Reaſoner, who reaſoned him out of alk his 
Courage; preſenting to his Mind, that his Uncle Soli and 
his Neighbours would ſay, he had no Regard for his Wife 
and Family, thus to puſh kimſelf into the Hands of his 
greateſt Enemy. This brought ſuch a Cloud over his Mind, 


Ground, to fpread his Cauſe before the Logp, After he 
had waited ſome Time in Silence, the Lord appeared and 

-  diffipated the Cloud, and his Word was to him, Go, and I 
 ewill go with thie, and will give thee a threſhing Infirument, 
and thou ſhalt ihreſb the Mountains, Now he was exceeding- 
9 overcome with the Love of Gop: And I have often 
heard him ſay, he was filled like a Veſſel that wanted Vent, 
and ſaid in his Heart, Thy Preſence is encugh, proceeding to 
the Houſe with great Satisfaction. It being pretty early 
in the Morning, and ſeeing the Stable Door open, he went to 
the Groom, and defir'd him to put up bis Horſe. . While 


this was doing the Juſtice's Son and his Clerk came up, who 


roughly ſaid, I thought you had been in Glozceftcr Caſtle. 
John Roberts. So /wos. | . 
Curt. And how came you out? | 


ſohn Roberts. When tbeu hoft Authority to demand it, 1 4 
8 can i thee an Anjaver. { But my Buſineſs is ct thy Maſter, S 
ER f may ſpeok wwith him. > A F 


© Clerk, Lou may, if you'll-promile to be civil, 
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"requires at ny Hand. To which my Mother reply'd ; If 


that he alighted off his Horſe, and ſat down upon the 


. John 
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They went in; and my Father following them, they bid 
bim take a Turn in the Hall, and they would acquaint the” 
Juſtice of his being there. He was ſoon called in; and my 
Father no ſooner ſaw him, but he believed the Lon had 
been at work upon him: For, as he behav'd to him with the 
Fiercencſs of a Lion before, he now appeared like a Lamb, * | 
meeting him with a pleaſant Countenance, and, taking. him 
by the Hand, ſaid, « Friend Haywood, How do you do?“ 
My Father anſwer'd, Pretty well; and then proceeded thus: 
Jam come, in the Fear and Dread of Heaven, to warn 
' thee to repent of thy Wickedne(s with Speed, leſt the 
i Logd cut the Thread of thy Life, and ſend thee to the 
Pit that is bottomleſs. I am come to warn thee, in great 
Love, whether thou wilt hear or forbear, and to preach 
the everlaſting Goſpel to thee” The Juſtice reply d, 
Vou are a welcome Meſſenger to me; that is what I have 
Jong deſired to hear.“ | The everloting Goſpel (returned my 
I Father) 75 che ſame that Gop ſent his Servant John to declare, 
when he ſaw an Angel fly tbhro tbe midi of Heaven, ſaying. 
with a loud Voice, Fear Gob, and give Glory ta bis Name, 
and worſhip Him who made Heaven and Earth, the Sea, and 
the Fountains of Water.” The Juſtice then cauſed my Fa- 
Wi ther to fit down by him on his Couch; and ſaid, I be- 
live your Meſſage is of Go, and I receive it as ſuch. 1 
am forry I have done you Wrong: I will never wrong 
= jou more. I would pray you to forgive me, and to pray 
to Gop to forgive me.“ After much more Diſcourfe, he 
offered my Father the beſt Entertainment his Houſe afford - 
ad; but my Father excus'd himſelf from eating or 3 
Vith him at that Time, expreſſing his kind Acceptance 0 
ls Love; and ſo in much Love they parted. 1 
= The ſame Day William Deauſberry had appointed a Meeting 
Wt Teabury; whither my Mother went. But ſhe was ſo con- 
eerned on account of my Father's Exerciſe, that ſhe could 
receive but litcle Benefit from the Meeting. After the Meeting 
as ended, William Deauſberry walk'd to and fro in a long 
WE elage, groaning in Spirit; and by and by came up to my 
WE Mother, and; tho' ſhe Was a Stranger to him, he laid his 
land upon her Head, and ſaid, Woman, thy Sorrom' is 
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. 1 
great: I ſorrow with thee.” Then walking a little to andi 
fro, as before, he came to her again, and ſaid: Now the 
Time is come that thoſe who i be as tho' they 
marry d not, and thoſe who have Huſbands as tho' they 
* had none; for the Loxp calls for all to be offered up. 
By this ſhe ſaw the Loxp had given him a Senſe of her great 
Burthen ; for ſhe had not diſcovered his Exerciſe to any: 
And it gave her ſuch Eaſe in her Mind, that ſhe went home, 
rejoicing in the Logs. - She no ſooner got home, but ſhe 
found my Father return'd from Lypeat, where his Meſſage 

was received in ſuch Love as was far from their Expecta-W 
tion: The Senſe of which, much broke them into Tears, in 
Confideration of the great Goodneſs of Gov, in ſo eminent- 

Iy making Way for, and helping them that Day. . 
At the next Seſſions my Father and the Three Friend ap- 
peared in Court; where, as ſoon as Juſtice Sepbent eſpy d 
them, he call'd to my Father, and faid, Jubn, I accept 

your Appearance, and diſcharge you; and the Court diſ- 

charges you. You may go about your Bufineſs. But my ; 

Father, thinking his Work not done, did not haſten out off 

Court. Upon which, the Clerk demanded his Fees. What i 

d mean Money? ſays my Father. Yes: What do 705 5 | 

( 
b 


think I mean? ſays the Clerk.“ My Father reply d, 
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muſt I now purchaſe my Liberty with Money? 1 don't accept 

it on ſuch Terms. | 8 

Clerk (to the Chairman.) An' t pleaſe Your Worſhip, John 

won't pay the Fees of the Court. . | 
John Roberts. I dbr't accept my Liberty on ſuch Terms. 

Then he was ordered to Priſon with the Three Friend. 

But in the Evening the Clerk diſcharged them, and ever at- 

ter carried himſelf very kindly to my Father | 

He was afterwards caſt into Priſon at Cirencefter, by 

* George Bull, Vicar of Upper Siddington, for Tythes. Where 

was confined at the ſame Time, upon the ſame Ac- 

count, Elzabeth Hewlings, a Widow, of Ne peut G 

rencefler. She was a good Chriſtian, and ſo good a Midwife 

that her Confinement was a Loſs to that Side of the Country; 

inſomuch, that Lady Dunch, of Down-Amney, thought 1088 

would be an Act of Charity to the Neighbourhood to pur 

chaſe her Liberty, by paying the Prieſt's Demand; whicng . 

ſhe did. She likewiſe came to Grenceſter in a Coach, aud 
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bring Elizabeth to po And while EJzabeth was ma 
ready to go with the Man, my Father and he fell into a mY 
= Diſcourſe. He aſk'd my Father his Name, and where his 
Home was; which when my Father had told him. What! 
ſaid he, are you that Fohr Haywood, of Siddington, who 
BE © keeps great Conventicles at your Houſe. My Father an- 
BE iwer'd, The Church of Chalsr often meets at my oe. IT fup- © 
7% 7 * the Man thou meaneſt. ] have often, reply d Cπ . 
5 po heard my Lady ſpeak of you; and I am ſure ſhe 
17 would gladly be acquainted with you.” When he returned 
o his Lady, he told her he had met with ſuch a Man in the 
riſon as, he believed, ſhe would not ſuffer to lie in Priſon 
WE or Conſcience-ſake; informing her. withal who it was. 
WE She immediately bid him go back and fetch him to her. 
"WE Accordingly he came to Jail, and told my Father his Lady, 
= wanted to ſpeak with him. My Father anſwered, F any 
boch would ſpeak with me, they muſt come where I am; for. 7 
cen 2 Priſoxer. © Oh, ſaid N Til get Leave of the 
* _ for you to' go. Which he did. when they came 
before the Lady, ſhe put on a majeſtic Air, to ſee how the 
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7 * Quaker would greet her. He went up towards her, and 
WE bluntly ſaid, Veman, would'ft thou ſpeak with me ? 
== Lg, What's your Name? 


= John Roberts. My Name is John Roberts; but 1 am com- 

= monly known by the Name of John Hay wood in the P lace 
= where I live. 

= Lady. Where do you live? 

ohn Roberts. A: a Village called Siddington, pro a 
lle diſiant from this Town. | 

. 1 3 Are you the Man chat keeps Conventicles at your 

ouſe 


= John Roberts. The Church of Custer 4 N meet at 
n Houſe, I preſume I am the Man thou meanſt, 

Lady. What do you lie in Priſon for? Aan 
. John Roberts. Becauſe for Conſcience-ſake, I can't pay an 
ling Prieft aubat he demands of me; therefore he, like tht | 

% Prophets of Ola, prepares War againſt me, becauſe 1 can 

into his Mouth. 

Lach. By what I have heard of you, I took you to be 2 
Wie Man, and if you could not pay him yourſelf, you 
L hap let ſomebody elſe pay him for you, job 

I 0 n | 


N fall pleaſe Gop to make way for my Freedom. 


— 


4 
| John Roberts. That would be unier: hand Dealing . — 
bad rather pay him my than be ſuch a Hypocrite.  _ . 
Lady. Then fappo e ſome Neighbour or Friend - ſhould if 

ay him for you, unknown to you, you would ehoeſe to not. 


. He in Priſon when you might have your Liberty. | 
John Roberts. Jam wery well content where I am "till i 


Lach. I have a Mind to ſet you at Liberty, that I may 
have ſome of your Company, which I cannot well have 
while you are in the Priſon. | Fas oc 
Then, ſpeaking to her Man, ſhe bid him go to thei 
Prieſt's Attorney, and tell him ſhe would ſatisfy him, andi 
then pay the Jailer his Fees, and get a Horſe for my Fa- 
ther to go to Down- Amney with her. e 
John Roberts. F ther art a charitable Woman, as I tale 
| «thee to be, there are abroad in the World many real Object: off 
Charity on wwhem to beſtow thy Bounty: But to feed ſuch De- 
Vourers as theſe I don't think to be Charity. They are like Pha- 
raoh's lean Kine; they eat up the Fat and the Goodly, and loi 
not a Whit the better. FE 5 Pe 7 
Lay. Well; I would have you get ready to go with us. 
- John Roberts. I don't know thou art like to have me auben 
thou haſt bought and paid for me: For if I may have my Liberty 
C1 hall think it my Place to be at home with my Wife and Fa 
mily. ' But, if thou d:fireft it, I intend to come and ſee thee al Y 
Down-Amney /ome other Time. i 2 
Lady. That will ſuit me better. But ſet your Time 
and I'll lay aſide all other Buſineſs to have your Company. 
John Roberts. JF it pleaſes Gor to give me Lift, Health 
and Liberty, I intend to come on Seventh Day next; the Dai 
thou calle} Saturday. e . 
Lady. Is that as far as you uſe to promiſe? 2 
John Roberts. Yes. : Y 
According to his Appointment, my Father went; ana 
found her very inquiſitive about the Things of Gop, ana 
very attentive to the Truths he delivered. She engage 
him likewiſe a ſecond Time, and treated him with abun 
dance of Regard. A third Time ſhe bid her Man Cornwall 
go to him, and defire him to appoint a Day when he wourg 
pay het another Viſit: And then order'd him to go te Pfei 
Careleſs, of Cirenceſter, and deſire him to come and take 3 


Dinner with her at the ſame Time; and not Jet either of _ 1 Y 
| Fo 


— =» = = 


M8 © you have done Good in many Diſtempers. 
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| * was to be there. On the Day appointed my = 


mz and when he had got within Sight of ber. 
Houſe he heard a Horſe behind him, and looking back, he, ä 
ſaw the Prieſt following him; which made him conclude tha, 


Lady had projected to bring them together. When the, 


Prieft came up to him, Well over. taken, John, ſaid he 3 
« How far are you going this Way ? My Father 


* 


1 believe we are both going to the ſame Place. What, ſai V "I | i | | 


WI © Carelefe, are you going to the great Houſe ? * 2%, ſaid 
W my Father, Come on then, John, ſaid he, 80 — 


— 


they went in together. And the Lady being ill in Bed, a - © * my 


Servant went up and informed her they were come. 
What! ſaid ſhe, did they come together? 77s, anſwered, 
che Servant. I admire at that, ſaid ſhe. But, do you. . 

WE © beckon Job out, and bring him to me firſt, up the Back- 
Stairs.“ When my Father came up, ſhe told him the had, 


ben very ill in a Fir of the Stone, and ſaid, * I have ea 


= John Roberts. I confeſs I have; but to this of the Stang 
lam a Stranger. Indeed I once knew a Man, who lived as 
= E2/e and fared dilicately, as thou may'fl do, and whilſt he can j 


1 tinued in that Practice be was much afflited with that Diſfem- 
ber. But it pleaſed the Loxn to wifit bim with the Knowledge. 


J bis blefſed Truth, which brought him to a more regular and 

= temperate Life, and this preſerved him more free from it. 
Lad. Oh! I know what you aim at. You want to have 
ne a Quaker. And I confeſs if I could be ſuch à one 
= you are; I would be a Quaker To-morrow.—But I under- 
tand Mr. Careliſi is below; and tho' you are Men of diffe- 
ent Perſuafions, I account you both wiſe and godly Mer, 
nd ſome moderate Diſcourſe of the Things of Gon betwe:n, 
2 Po 1 2 would do me Good. 1 1 5 
John Roberts. F he aſe me ue ſtions, as the Lok 
Hall enable me, 1 ſhall endeavour oY 45 m an Anſwer, . 
She then had the Parſon up: And, after a Compliment 
er two, ſhe ſaid: I made bold to ſend for you, to take an 
aedinary Dinner with me, tho' I am diſappointed of your 


Company by my Illneſs. But John Haywood and you, be- 


ng Perſons of different Perſuaſions (tho I believe both good 
cChriſtians), if you would ſoberly aſk and anſwer each other 


e few Queſtions, it would divert me; ſo that I ſhould bs 


* 3H" s {<nfible of the Pains J lie under. 


I for they ſprung from the Papiſts, and hold the ſame — 


- .courſed Jobn, and ſeveral others of his Perſuaſion, divers 
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47 


aut believe a State of Freedom from Sin, and Acceptance with 


Pref. An't 5 Your Lady ſhip, I ſee in that. 
Lach. Pray, Mr. Careleſs, alk John ſome Queſtions. 
. Przeft. It will not edify Your Ladyſhip ; for I have dif- 


Times, and I have read their Books, and all to no Purpoſe ; 


trine the Papiſts do. Let John deny it if he can. 

John Roberts. 7 find thou art ſetting us out in very black Wil 
Characters with Defign to affright me; but therein thou wilt WM 
be miſtaken. I adviſe thee to ſay no worſe of us than thou Wi 
canſt make out, and then make us as black as thou canſt. And Wi 
if thou canſt prove me a Papiſt in one Thing, with the Help of Wi 
Gop [71] prove thee like them in ten. And this Woman, who Wi 
lies here in Bed, Gall be Judge. 

Priefl. The Quakers hold that damnable Doctrine, and Wi 
angerous Tenet, of Perfection in this Life; and ſo do the 
apiſts. If you go about to deny it, Jon, I can prove 

you hold it. 6 5 {5% . 
John Roberts. 7 doubt thou art now going about to bel 
the Papifts behind their Backs, as thou haſt heretofore done 5 
. For, by what I have learnt of their Principles, they do 


© "8c" 


Gor, poſfble on this Side the Grave ! and therefore they have Wi 
#magined to themſelves a Place of Purgation after Death, But 
whether they believe ſuch a State attainable or no, I db. * 
Pri. An't pleaſe Your Ladyſhip, John has confeſs d e- 
nough out of his own Mouth; for that is a damnable Doc- 
trine and dangerous Tenet. | = 
John Roberts. I would aſe thee one Queſtion : Daſt thou Wi 
or a Purgatory ? | | Ba 
P reeft = No. 6 Sim | * 
John Roberts. Then the Papiſt, in this Caſe, art wiſer 


than thee. They own the Saying of CHRIST, who told the 1 


unbeliewing Jews, if they ay d in their Sins, aubither he went Wn 
they could not come. But, by thy Diſcourſe, thou and thy Fal- 
lowers miſt- needs go headlong to Defirudtion ; fince thou neither i 
owneft a Place of Purgation after Death, nor | ſuch a Prepara 
tion for Heaven to be poſſible in this Life, as is abſolutely neceſ- wr 
fary. The Scripture thuu know'ſt tells us, where Death leaves; 
us, Judgment will find us. If a Tree falls towards tha 
North or South, there it muſt lye. Aud ſince no unclean 
Thing can enter the Kingdom of Heaven, pray tell * . 

; 1 b 0 7 


* 


© Wu 


| (15). "OD 
Woman, 2 755 thou bf been preaching to-for FP Belh, a 4 
' ther ever, or never, ſhe muſt enpect to be freed from Tins, 


and made fit for the Kingdom of Heaven; or whether the Blind - 


muſt lead the Blind till both fall into the Ditch. 


Priefi, * No, John, you. 8 me: I believe that 4 | 
So Almighty is able of eat Mercy to forgive Per- E 


« ſons their Sins, and fit — or Heaven, a little before 
they depart this Life.“ i 
Jobn Roberts. I elieve the ſame. But, if d nl Aar [| 
the Holy One of Iſrael, _ long wwilt thou give the W 1 
Leave to fit a Perſon for his glorious Kingdom 155 | " 
"Prieſt. It may be an Hour or two.” [7 
John Roberts. My Faith is 18 weer, as le an 1 
Hour or tabo. = 
Prep.” -* [ believe ſo too. ; 8 
John Roberts. Or @ Week or two, And — 
carried it to a Month or two; and fo gradually till he 
brought it to ſeven Years, the Prieſt confeſſing he believed 


te ſame. On which my Father thus proceeded: How MW 


could ſt thou accuſe me of Popery, in holding this Doc- 
© trine, which thou thyſelf haſt confeſs'd too? If I am like 
* a Papift, thou art, by thy own Confeſſion, as like a Papilt 
as I am. And if it be a damnable Doctrine and dangerous 
+ Tenet in the Quakers, is it not the ſame in thyſelf? Fhou 
* told'ſt me I miſtook thee; but haſt not thou miſtaken thy- 
« ſelf in condemning thy own acknowledg'd Opinion when 
* uttered by me? But notwithſtanding thou haſt fail'd in 
* making me out to be a Papiſt in this Particular, 'can'ft 
thou do it in any Thing elſe? Upon this the Prieſt be- 


in mute, my Father thus proceeded: Well! tho" thon lil 


alt fail'd in proving me like them, it need not hinder me - 
from ſhewing thee to be ſo in many Things. For In- 
= * ſtance, you build Houſes and conſecrate them, calling them 
Churches, as do the Papiſts. You hang Bells in 'em, and 
cConſecrate em, calling them by the — of Saints; ſo 
do they. The Pope and Prieſts of the -Romi/S Church 
== © wear Surplices, Gowns, Caſſocks, &c. calling them their 


W © Ornaments; here thou haſt the like; and do'ſt not thou file 


them thy Ornaments? You conſecrate the Ground where you 
WE | interr your Dead, calling it holy Ground; fo do they. In 
WE © ſhort, thou art like a Papiſt in ſo many Things, he 'had 
need to _ a wiſe Man ** e N them and wo” 

4 — t 
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. (16). e 
Ace chis, the Prieſt appear'd uneaſy, and ſaid to the Lady, 
Madam, I muſt beg your Excuſe; for there's to be a Lec- 
ture this Afternoon, and I muſt be there.” She preſs'd him 
tio ſtay to Dinner, but he earneſtly defir'd to be excus d. So a 
Slice or two being cut off the Spit, he eat and took his Leave. 
The Lady then ſaid to my Father, had ſhe not ſeen it, 
me could not have believed Mr. Carele/s could have been 
| -To foil'd in Diſcourſe by any Man: For, ſaid ſhe, I accoun- 
| .Þ.ted him as ſound and orthodox a Divine as any was; but 
now I muſt tell you, I am ſo far of your Opinion, that if 
you'll let me know when you have a Meeting at your Houſe, W 
and ſomebody to preach (not a ſilent Meeting) Til come and 
bear em myſelf. My Father anſwer'd, he expected ſhe Wi 
would be as good as her Word. Not long after came two 
Find to my Father's Houſe; and tho' the Weather was 
very ſevere, he found he could not be eaſy without ac- WM 
quainting her with it. So he went to her Houſe; but ſhe 
oo; a little ſurpriz'd, ſaying, * What's your Will now, 
obn? He inform'd her of the two Fricxds, and their In- 
tention of having a Meeting at his Houſe, * How can you 
expect, ſaid ſhe, I ſhould go out ſuch Weather as this? 
* You.know I ſeldom flir out of my Chamber; and to 80 
ſo far may endanger my Health. My Father returned, 
I would not have thee make Excuſes, as ſome of Old did, 
and were not found worthy. Thou know'ſt Time is none 
of ours, and we know not whether we may have the like 
Opportunity again. The Snow need not much incom- 
mode thee: Thou may'ſt be quickly in thy Coach, and, 
putting up the Glaſſes, may be pretty warm; and when 
thou com'ſt to my Houſe, I know my Wife will do her 
«* beſt for thee.” So ſhe order'd her Coach and Six to be 
got ready, {for the Diſtance was ſeven Miles) ſaying, * Johns Wi 
Uke Death, he'll not be'deny'd.” My Father came along . 
with her; and, during the Time of Silence in the Meeting, 
ſhe appear'd ſomething reftleſs; but was very attentive 
- whilſt either of the Fiendt were ſpeaking. She was very 
well pleas'd after the Meeting, and fat at Table with the 
Friends. While the reſt ſat ſilent, ſhe would be frequently 
Whiſpering to my Mother, till one of em ſpake a few 5 
Words before Meat. She was aſham'd, and told my Mo- 
ther, When ſhe was among the Great, ſhe was accounted a Wi 


wiſe Woman; but now {ſaid ſne) I am among you W—_ i 
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[ am a a Fool, Preſently after Dinner the ua” 
home, and came ſeveral Times to the Meeting afterwards ; 
and I am fully perſuaded ſhe was convinced of the Trath; 
but, goi ng up to London, ſhe was there taken ill and died. 
Her, 

Truth, and was afterwards a Priſoner with my Father in 
Glouceſter Caſtle; where the Jailer was very cruel to — 
ſometimes putting them into the common Jail among Felons 
and other Times he would hire a Tinker (who _ For bis 
Fees) to trouble them in the Night by playing on his Hautboy. 
One Time in particular my Father being concerned to ſpeak 
to him in the Hoes d and Power of Gov, it ſtruck him to ſuch 
a Degree, -that he dropp'd the Inftrument out of his Hand, 


and would never take it into his Hand upon that Occaſion 


any more. When the Jailzr.aſk'd him why he diſcontinued it, 


be anſwered, © They are the Servants of the Living Gop, 


© and I'll never play more to diſturb them, if you hang me 


* up at the Door for it. What! ſaid the Jailer, are you, 


„ bewitch'd too? I'll turn you out of the Caſtle.” Which 
he did; and the Friend who were there Priſoners rais'd him 
ſome Money, cloath'd him, and away he went. 

Some on after my Father had three Conferences with 
Nicholſon, Biſhop of Gloucefter, introduced in the 


© following Manner. An Apparitor came to cite my Father to 
= Appear at the Biſhop's Court: But he told my Father he 
could not encourage him to come, leſt they ſhould: enſnare 
him, and ſend him to Priſon. * At the ſame Time he cited 
BY 2 Servant of my Father's, named John Overall. My Fa- 
cher went at the Time appointed, without his Servant: 
And when his Name was called over he anſwered to it. 
The Diſcourſe that occurr'd was in Subſtance as follows: 


_ Biſhop, What's your Name? ; 


: John Roberts. I have been called 5 my —_— and anfuver- 7 
ed to it. 


Biſhop. I deſire to it agatn. WE. | 
John Roberts. 1 bop is John Roberts. | f 


Biſhop. Well; were born Roberts; but you were not 


born John. Pray — gave you that Name? 
John Roberts. Thou haſt aſt' me a very hard Ducftion, 
n Name being given me before I aua capable: 


who gave it me, But I believe it was my Parents, they being 
WE the only "Ew who bad a Right to give me my Na. That 
=2Þ 3 Name 


an, Alexander Cornwall, - was convinced of the ö 3 | 


of remembering 
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| Name they always call d me by, and to that Name I al Wl 
* and I believe none Te to call it in queflion 15 N p 

Biſbep. No, no; but how many Children have you? 
John Roberts. Jt hath pleafed Gop to give me fix Chit. 
dren; Three of <uhom be was fleaſed to take from me; the other Wi 

gy ree are ſtill living. ; | ITS = 
£ alex, And how many of them have been biſhop'd ? 
8 John Roberts. None that I know of. | 
Þ Biſzop. What Reaſon can you give for that?. 5 
lohn Roberts. A very good one, I think: Maſt of my Chil- i 

Lien were born in Oliver's Days, when Biſhops were out of Wi 
Faſoion. | At this the Court fell a laughing. ] X UR 

. Biſhop. But how many of them have been baptiz'd ? 

John Roberts. What deft thou mean by that? 

Biſeop. What! don't you own Baptiſm? | . 

F John Roberts. Yes; but perhaps we may differ in that Wi 

eint. | | 8 
4 2 28 What Baptiſm do you own? That of the Spirit, 

[ ſuppoſe. Ms af 
| Job Roberts. Yes. What other Nagin ſhould I own ? 

Biſeop. Do you own but one Baptiſm ? 3 

John Roberts. F one be enough, what needs any more © 
The Apoſtle faid, One J.oxp, one Faith, one Baptiſm. . 

Biſbop. What ſay you of the Baptiſm of Vaterꝰ? 
John Roberts. 7 /ay, there was a Man fent from Gop, 
euhoſe name was John, who had a real Commiſſion for it; and 
be was the only Man that I read of who was impower'd fer 
that Wark. | Ce” . 
_  Bifbep. But what if I make it appear to you, that ſome 
of CurtsT's Diſciples themſelves baprtiz'd with Water, after 
CrrisT's Aſcention ? | . 

John Roberts. I _/uppoſe that's no very difficult Taſt; bu 
evhot is that to me? | _— 
Biſbep, Is it nothing to you what Cnzisr's Diſciple 
themſelves did? 1 1 
John Roberts. Not in every Thing; for Paul, that emi 
nent Apoſtle, who J ſuppoſe thou wilt grant had as extenſive I 
| Commiſſion as any of the reſt of the Apoſilis: nay, he. fays hin 
felf, he wwas not a whit behind the Chiefeft of them, and ye I 
he honeſtly confaſſes he had no Commiſſion to baptize with Wag 

ter; and further ſays, I thank Gop | baptiz none but ſuch 2 

and ſuch ; for, /ays he, I was not ſent to baptize, i. I wu * 
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Water) but to the Goſpel. rtf he nonr at fu 2 
would ſoberly aſe who required it at his Hands? 

might have as little Thanks for his Labour as thou may — ; 
for thine and I would avillingly know who ſent thee to baptize. 

Bi This is not _— ent Buſineſs. You are here re- 

turn d for not coming to Church. What ſay ne 4 

John Roberts. 1 defire to ſee my Accuſers. . == 
* Biſbop. It is the Miniſter and burch- Wardens. Do 7 

ny it? | I i 

John Roberts. Yes I d. For it is akvay * bach. and 
Practice to go to Church. © | . 

Biſhep. And do you go to Church? Coe . 2B08 

John Roberts. Yes; and ſometimes the Church comes to ave. 

Biſhop. The Church comes to you? I don't underſtand 
you, Friend. 

John Roberts. Jt may be %: Nis often for Want of an 
Underſtanding that the Ae are made to ſuffer. 

ritor. My Lord, he keeps Meetings at his Houſe, | 
and he calls that a Church, 

John Roberts. No; 7 no more believe my Houſe: to be a 
Church hn I believe what you call ſo to be "one. I call the 
People of Gon the Church of Gop, whereſoever they are 
met to worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth. And when I ſay 
the Church comes to me, I mean the Aſſembl 22 F fuch Monſip- 
pers, who frequently meet at my Houſe. not call "that a 
Church which you ab, which is made of 8 and Stone; That 
is but the Workmanſvip of Mens Hands; whereas the true 
Church conf/ts of living Stones, and is built up by Dunn c 
ſpiritual Houſe, to Gov. 4 

Biſhop. We call it a Church figuratively, meaning the 
Place where the Church meets. 

John Roberts. 7 fear you call it a Church hypocritically 2 

deceitfully, v0 efign' to awe the People inta a FVeneration 


had made that None holier than others, 

Biſhop. What do you call that which we call 2 Church r 
| John Roberts. I. may properly enough be call d a : Maſs-houſe, 
it being formerly built for that Purpoſe. 

Apparitor, Mr. Haywood, it is e expected you ſhould ep 
Y far Reſpect than you dai in this Place 1 in keeping on your _ 


Jahn Roberts. V expotis = I 
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WE: ( 20 
anten. My Lord Bilhop. © 
John Roberts. I e b Things from him. 
| -  Bi/oep. No, no; keep on your Hat: I don't expect it 
from you. A little after, the Biſhop ſaid: Well Friend; 
This is not a convenient Time for you and I to diſpute; but 
may take you to my Chamber, and convince you of your 
. rrors. | 
John Roberts. I Gould take it kindly of Thee, or any Man 
eile, to convince me of any Errors that 1 hold; and wvould bold 
. *#hem no longer. 3 . 
ö . Call ſome others. ——Then my Father's Man 


hy o 
— 


oy 
Was call'd; who not appearing, the Apparitor ſaid, Mr. 


IF A 
EF Haywood, is John Overall here? F|F 
John Roberts. 7 Believe nee. 3 |, 
Bibo. What's the Reaſon he is not here? Ms 
ohn Roberts. I thinl there are very good Reaſons for his Wi 
| Abſence. | Bs Ss þ 
5 Biſhop.” What are they? Mayn't I know? S | 
John Roberts. Jr the firft Place, He is an Old Man, and Wi) 
e - Ability.to undertake ſuch a Journey, except it was upon Wl) 
| a wery good Account. In the ſecond Place, be is my Servant; Wl 
And 1 can't ſpare him out of my Buſineſs in 'my Abſence. ( 
| _ Biſbop. Why does he not go to Church then? | 
John Roberts. He dves go to Church with Me.—At this 
| the Court fell a laughing. „ . 
| Biſhop. Call ſomebody elſe.———Then a Baptiſt Preacher 
I 


Codd 


1. ina. 


K TS mm ating 


in ſuffering him to keep on his Hat, thought to take the 
ſame Liberty. At whom the Biſhop put on a ſtern Coun- 
tenance and ſaid, Don't you know this is the King's Court, 
and that I fit here to repreſent His Majeſty's Perſon ? 


bought to have ſome Regard, But for you, who can put 


" ſay, theſe Words came ſo honeſtly from the Biſhop, that 


was call'd, who ſeeing the Biſhop's Civility to my Father, 
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* And do you come here in an uncivil and irreverent Manner, 
in Contempt of His Majeſty and this Court, with your 
Hat on? I confeſs there are ſome Men in the World who 
make a Conſcience of putting off their Hats, to whom we 
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«it off to every Mechanick you meet, to come here, in Con- 
© tempt of Authority, with it on, I'll aſſure you, Friend, 
© you-ſhallſpeed never the better for it. I heard my Father 


n n If N * SL r 

4s n * © Ire { ADS, 
. 8 . ANNE e N 

— — — 

=_— — — Tr fr” —— 


— 22 


it did him good to hear him.— The Baptiſt then taking off 
his Hat, ſaid, An't pleaſe you, my Lorp, J At bogs 7 6 


— 
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z my Head. 
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Bifpop. Why, yu have got a Cap on; nay, you hayve 
Two Caps oh. [He had a black one over a white one! 
What is your Reaſon for denying your Children that holy 
Ordinance of Bapti/m ? | ons ot 
_— Ant pleaſe you, my Lord, I am not well ſatisfied © 
about i. 5 e 
Bifbop. What's the Ground of your Diffatisfaction? 
Did you ever ſee a Book I publiſh'd, intitled, The Order of 
Baptiſm ? : n 


” 
— 4 * 
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Baptiſt. No, my Lord. 1 | 

Biſhop. I thought ſo, Then telling him how and where 
Ihe might get it, he gave him a Space of Time to peruſe it wn 
gin; and told him, if that would not ſatisfy him, to come fl 


to him, and he would give him full Satisfaction. 1 
some Time after the Biſhop ſent his Bailiff to take mm 
rather: But he was then gone to Briffo/ with George Fox. Wh 
The Officers came ſeveral Times and ſearch'd the ' Houſe = 
or him, pretending they only wanted him for 'a ſmall Treff- ̃ 
paſs, which would ſoon be made up, if they could ſee him.” 
My Mother anſwer'd, ſhe didn't believe any Neighbour he S 
lad would trouble him upon ſuch an Account; for if by 
chance any of his Cattle treſpaſs'd upon any, he wou 

Wradily make em Satisfaction, without further Trouble, 
Which they very well knew. Fowever, ſhe always treat- 
ed them civilly, and frequently ſet Meat and Drink before 


rem. My Father flaying away longer than was expected, 
bey imagin'd he abſconded for Fear of em; and therefors — 
? effer'd my Mother, if ſhe would give them Twenty Shil- 1 
ings, to let him come home for a Month. But ſhe told 1 
»em, ſhe knew of no Wrong he had done to any Man, and 9 
? Wherefore would give em no Money; for that would im- it 
h a Conſciouſneſs of Guilt. But, ſaid ſhe, if my En i 
larger I can feed him, and if he thirſt, I can give him Drink. 1 
pon this they flew into a Rage, and ſaid they would have || 
© im if he were above Ground; for none could pardon him ji 
it the King. My Father returning homewards through bl 
eabury, was there inform'd that the Bailiff had been about hill 
„is Houſe almoſt ever fince he went from home. He 


Wherefore contriv'd to come home after Day-light. When 
e came into his own Grounds, the Moon ſhining bright, 
e ſpy'd the Shadow of a Man, and aſk'd, Who's there ? | 
I. ſays che Man, "4 
Wc: John | | 


— 


1 . 
| , John Roberts. e? Sam. Stubbs? 

+ Sar. Stubbs. Yes, Maſter. „ 3 | 
John Roberts. Haff thou any Thing again me ? [He wal 

a Bailiff 7)! 3 WP 7 _. WM 
S. Stubbe. No, Maſter: I might; but I would not medi 

dle: I have wrong'd you enough already: Gop forgive me 
But thoſe who now lay in Wait for you are the Pay/ons, mM 
Lord Biſhop's Bailiffs. I would not have you fall ina 
their Hands, for they are mercileſs Rogues. I would have 
you, Maſter, take my Counſel : Ever while you live plea\M 
a Knave; for an honeſt Man won't hurt you. My Fall 
ther came home, and deſired us not to let the Bailiffs iff 
upon him that Night, that he might have an Opportunity 
of taking Counſel on his Pillow. In the Morning he told 
my Mother what he had ſeen that Night in a Viſion. 8 
thought, ſaid he, I was walking in a fine pleaſant, green Way 

but it was narrow, and had a Wall on each Side of it. I 
my Way lay ſomething like a Bear, but more dreadful 

2 The Sight of it put me to a Stand. A Man, ſeeing mi 
„ Aid, came to me with a ſmiling Countenance, and 
- faid, iy art afraid, Friend? It is chain d, and can 
Kurt thee. I thought I made Anſwer, The Way is /o n 
ram, I can't paſs y but it may reach me. Den t be afraid 
ſays the Man, it can't hurt thee. - I ſaw he ſpake in greafi 
Good-will, and thought his Face ſhone like the Face of an 
Angel. Upon which I took Courage, and, ſtepping for 
ward, laid my Hand upon his Head.—The Conſtruction 
he made of this to my Mother was: Truth is à narrou 
Way; and this Biſhop lics in my Way: I muſt go to hin 
"whatever 1 ſuffer. So he aroſe, ſet forward, and call'd up 
on Amariab Dreauett, a Friend of Cirenceſter, to accom 

|  Pany him. When they came te the Biſhop's Houſe, (a 
leave near Glouceſter) they found a Butcher's "Wife ol 
Cirenceſter, who was come to interceed for her Huſband 
who was put into the Biſhop's Court for killing Meat one 
Firſt Days. Two young Sparks of the Biſhop's Atten 
dants, were aſking her if ſhe knew John Haywood S 
anſwer d, 77s, very well. What is he for a Man? ſaid they 5 
© A very good Man, /aid ſbe, ſetting aſide his Religion: Bu E 
© I have nothing to ſay tg that. One of them ſaid he'd giv 
five Shillings to ſee hic; the other offer'd Eight. Upon 
which my Father ſtepp'd up to em; but they ſaid oY x 


TY * 
Word to RY One of them preſently inform'd the Bi- 
bop he was come. Whereupon the Biſhop diſmifs's _ 
lis Company, and had him up Stairs. My Father found 
Whim ſeated in his Chair, with his Hat under his Arm, aſ-. 
ming a Majeſtic Air. My Father ſtood filent a While; 
ind ſeeing the Biſhop didn't begin with him, he approach'd 
"carer, and thus accoſted him: Old man, my . is 
wh thee. 
= Bicep. What is your Buſineſs with me? | 
Vn Roberts. I have heard thou haſt ſent out thy Bal. 
= lifs to take me: But I rather choſe to come myſelf, to 
know what Wrong I have done thee; If it appear I have 
done thee any, I am ready to make thee Satisfaction 
But if, upon Enquiry, I appear to be innocent, 1 deſire 
mee, for thy own Soul's ſake, thou doſt not injure me. 
. Biſep. You are miſinformed, Friend; I am not your 


= John Roberts. 7. h_ I defire thee to tell me who | 16 my Ad. 
Wo:r/ary, that I may go and agree with him while Jam in the 
Br Way s 


4% BiBop. The King is your Adverſary. The King's Laws 
ou have broken: And to the King you ſhall anſwer ; that s 
Ware, 
Jon Roberts. Our Subj eQion to Laws is either active 
or paſſive. So that if a Man can't, for Conſcience ſake, 
do the Thing the Law requires, but paſſively ſuffers what 
che Law inflits, the Law, I conceive, is as fully anſwer'd 
as if he had actually obe d. | 
= B:4op, You are wrong in that too; For, ſuppoſe a Man 


KLeſtitution is that to the Owner ? 
= 7h: Roberts. * None at all. But tho' it is no Reſtitution 
= to the Owner, yet the Law is fully iatisfy'd. Tho' the 
3 ' Owner be a Loſer, the Criminal has ſuffered the Puniſh- . 
ment the Law inflits, as an Equivalent for the Crime 
committed. But thou may'ſt ſee the Corruptneſs of ſuch 
Laws, which put the Life of a Man ** Level with 
ce Life of a Beaſt. 
W 2). What! Do ſuch Men as you find fault with the Laws 7 l 
John Boberts, Ves: And T'll tell thee plainly, tis 
uh high Time wiſer Men were choſen, to make better Laws. 
For if chis Thief was taken and ſold, for a proper Term, 
| — IM according 
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: Adverſary. @ -* 


Wc! an Ox, and be taken and hang'd for the Fact, whas | 
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N to the Law of Moſes, and the Owner had fou 
« Oxen for his Ox, and four Sheep for his Sheep, he 
« would be ſatisfied, and the Man's Life preſerved, that he 
might repent, and amend his Ways. — But I hope thou 
« doſt not accuſe me of having ſtole any Man's Ox or Af, 
: Biſhop. No, no; God forbid? ed be; : 
John Roberts. Ther, if thou pleaſeft to give me Leave 
Tl flate a Caſe more parallel to the Matter in Hand. © : 
Biſhop. You may. | In 
Fohn Roberts. There lived in Days paſt NebuchadnuezM 
gar, King of Bahlon, who ſet up an Image, and made M 
« Decree, that all who would not bow down to it ſhould be 
© caſt the ſame Hour into a burning firey Furnace. Ther 
were then three young Men, who ſerved the ſame Goff 
that I do now, and theſe durſt not bow down to it; bu 
« paſſively ſubmitted their Bodies to the Flames. Was no 
« that a ſufficient Satisfaction to the unjuſt Decree of thei 
< Jang? „„ 
Biſhop. Ves: God forbid elſe— For that was to wor 
mip the Workmanſhip of Men's Hands; which is Idolatryſ 
ohn Roberts. 7s that thy Judgment, that to worſhip th N 
Workman/hip of Men's Hands is Idolatry ? oh : 
Biſhop. Yes certainly. | . 
John Roberts. Then give me Leave to aſt thee by vue 
Hands the Common-Prayer- Bool was made. I am ſure it mal 
made by ſamebody's Hands, for it could not make itſelf ? Is 
Bi/hop. Do you compare our Common-Prayer-Book t 
Nebuchadnezzar's Image. | * 
Juobn Roberts. Ves, I do: That was his Image, ang 
'© this is thine. And be it known unto thee, I ſpeak it in thi 
© Dread of the Gop of Heaven, I no more dare bow t 
thy Common-Prayer-Book than the three Children ti 
* Nebuchadnezzar's Image. 5 _ 
Biſhop. Yours is a ſtrange upſtart Religion, of a very 
few Years ſtanding, and you are grown ſo confident in i 
that there is no beating you out of it. | 1 2 
Fohn Roberts.” Out of my Religion? Gop forbid ' Wi 
« was a long Time ſeeking Acquaintance with the Living, 
« Gop amongſt the dead Forms of Worſhip, and enquirn. 
© after the right Way and Worſhip of God, before I coul; 
* find it; and now, I hope, neither thou nor any Man vi 
: ing ſhall be able to perſuade me out of it. But tho tho 
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« art an ancient Man and a Biſhop, T find thou art very is 
« norant of the Riſe and Antiquity of our Religion. 
' Bikep. [Smiling] Do you Quakers pretend Antiquity | 
for your Religion? 

John Roberts. *© Ves; and I don't queſtion but, with the, | 
Help of Gop, I can make it appear, that our Regs.” 
was many hundred Years before thine was thought of. 

= Bi/op. You ſee I have ove you Liberty of Diſcourſe, - 
and have not ſought to en you in your Words; bot 


if you can make the Quakers Religion appear to be may: 5 
Hundred Years older than mine you'll ſpeed the better. 
Fokn Roberts. If I do not, [ ſeek no Favour at . i 


Hands; and, in order to it, I hope Gout OM me 
* « berty to aſk, a few ſober Queſtions. || 4 
Bißbop. You may. | 8 
Jobn Roberts. Then firſt I would aft thee, * was 
thy Religion in Olivers Days? The Common- Prayer- 
Book was then become (even among the Clergy) like an” =_ | 
old Almanack, very few regarding it in our Country. | 
There were Two or Three Prieſts indeed, who ſtood be- | 
WE ncſtly to their Principles, and ſuffer'd pretty much; but 
the far greater Number turn'd with the Tide: And we 
have Reaſon to believe, that if Oliver would have put 
= Maſs into their Mouths, they wud have n even 
to that for their Bellies. 
= B:/op, What wou'd you have us do? Wou'd you hans 
had Oliver cut our Throats? 3 
John Roberts. No, by no Means. But what Religi-. 
on was that you were afraid to venture your Throats for? 
Be it known to thee, I ventur'd my Throat for my Rei. | 
WT gion in Oliver's Days, as 1 do now. 5 
Bicbep. And I mult tell you, tho' in Ol ver's Days L did: 
E * dare to own it as I do now, yet I never own'd any other 
Re igion. e | 
Jobn Roberts. * Then I ſup bon mad'lt a Conſci. 5 
ence of it, and I ſhould abundaſſ rather chuſe to fall in- 
to ſuch a Man' s Hands, than into the Hands of one who. 
makes no Conſcience towards God, but will conform to 
any Thing for his Belly. But if thou did'ſt not think thy. 
ö Religion worth venturing thy Throat for in Oliver's Days, 
© I defire thee to conſider it is not worth cutting other Mens 
Throats now for not Wen to it. 
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Bißbop. You ſay right: I hope we ſhall have a Care how 
we cut Mens Throats. [Several others were now come 
into the Room. ] But you know the Common Pray er- Book 

Jobn Robert. Yes: I have a great deal of Reaſon to 
© know that; for I was bred up under a Common. Prayet 
Prieſt, and a poor drunken Old Man he was: Sometimes 

© he was ſo drunk he could not ſay his Prayers, and at beſt 

b be could but ſay em; tho' I think he was by far a better 

Man than he that is Prieſt there now. 8 . 
«Biſhop. Who is your Miniſter now? 3 

John Roberts. *My Miniſter is CunisT Jꝑsus, the Mini- 

fer of the ewerlaſting Covenant; but the preſent Prieft of the 
Parikh is George Bull. | es 

Biſhop. Do you ſay that drunken Old Man was better 
than Mr. Ball? I tell you, J account Mr. Bull as ſound, 

Able, and orthodox a Divine as any we have among us. 

Jobn Roberts, I I am ſorry for that; for if he be one of 
the beſt of you, I believe the Loxp will not ſuffer you 
long: For he is a proud, ambitious, ungodly Man; he 
© hatly often ſued me at Law, and brought his Servants to W 
© {wear againſt me wrongfully. His Servants themſelves W 
© Have confefs'd to my Servants, that I might have their 
Ears; for their Maſter made 'em drunk, and then told 
dem they were ſet down in the Liſt as Witneſſes againſt W 
© me, and they muſt ſwear to it: And 6 they did, andi 
brought treble Damages. They likewiſe own'd they took MW 

„ © 'Tythes from my Servant, threſh'd 'em out, and fold em 
© for their Mafter. They have alſo ſeveral Times took my 
Cattle out of my Grounds, drove 'em to Fairs and Mar-W 

 - © Fets and ſold them without giving me any Account.” A 
_ © Biſhop. I do aflure you I will inform Mr. Ball of what 


you ſay, ir oY 
e e. « Verggjel " And if thou fleet fend 
ſhall 'make much more appear tal 


for me to face him, 1 
© his Face than I'll ſay behind his Back. _ ; 
Biſhop. But I remember you ſaid you could make it ap ' 
, pear that your Religion was long before mine; and that i 
what I want to hear you make out. os 
Jobn Roberts. Our Religion às thou mapy'ſt read 18 
© the Scripture ¶ John iv.) was ſet up by CwersT Himfelf, be 
„ twixt Sixteen and Seventeen Hundred Years ago; and 1 4 
40 
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© kad full Power to eſtabliſh the fue Religion in his Church, 

© when he told the Woman of 

Mountain nor yet at 7c 
.© Worſhip. 
©. {aid he, Gob is a: 0 and they 
« avor/bip him in'SpIRIT.and in TRUTH. 1 
© and hath ever been the Religion of all thoſe wh have 
«£ warſhipp'd:Gop -acceptably thro' the ſeveral Ages ſines Wi 
©. down to * this Tine: and will he the Religion of the true ⁵ 
© ſpiritual Worſhippers of Gop to the World's End; a Re- 


1 of them as thou eanſt. 


They worſhi 
5 4 that avorkbip. 
This is our Religion, 


« ligion perform 'd by the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of Gop, 


© becauſe Gop-is a Spirit; a Religion. eftablih'd by Cas C WO | 
© himſelf before the Maſs-Book, Servi 


Book, or Directo- 
* ry, or any of thoſe Inventions. and 


Biſsop. Are all the Quakers of the ſame pinken L 
John Roberts. Ves they arc. If any bold Do&rines. con- 


trary to that taught by aur SAV10UR- 10 the W . 9 
| they are not u. 


Bihop. Bo you 


own the Trinity? 


n 1 don't remember ſuch « Word in he Thy : 
| Seriptures. | 


3 Wa . 
ohn un, believe, according to the Grind 
t there are'Three ' that bear Record in Heaven, and that 


* 2 Three are One: Thou may'ſt make as many Perſons 
But I would ſoberly aſk thee, fince 


the Se ſay the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain 


« him, and that he is incomprehenſible, by what Perſon. or Wil 
« Likeneſs canſt thou com 


hend the Almighty? 
Biſhop. © Yours is the 


at the very Root and Baſis of our Religi 
John Roberts. Art thou ſenſible of that 


B 0p. Yes I am.. 
Jubn Roberts. 


in, that neither at hat 
ruſalem, was the Place of true 
they knew not what. For. 
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Traditions of Men, mg 
which in the Night of Apoſtacy were ſet: up. | 


rangeſt of all Perſuaſions: Fot ; 
-tho' there are many Sefts {which he named] and the they 
and we differ in ſome Circumſtances, yet in Fundamentals 


we agree as one. But I obſerve you, we OR Uri : 


Lam glad of that; far the Root + the 
© Rottentieſs, and Truth ſtrikes at the very Foundation 


« thereof. That little Stone which Daniel ſaw cut out of 
© the Mountain without Hands will overturn all in God's 
due Time, when you * done all you can to ſupport it. 


But | 
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n « 28 TY | 
* But, 25 to thoſe. other) thou ned; Gere is 0 ne 
* Difference between you, that wiſe: Men wonder. why you 
* differ at all; only we read, the Beaſt had many Heads, and 
many Herz, which puſh againft each other. And. yet I am 
. 5 fully perſuaded, there are many in this Day true ſpiritual Y 
Worſhippers in all Perſuaſions. 
 Bifſbep.. But you will not give us the ſame Liberty you 
ive a common Mechanick to call our Tools 13 the fo 
ames. 
2 * Roberts. 7 os thee to explain thyfelf. - 
- Bifbep. Why, you will give a Carpenter Leave to call 
huis Gimlet a Gimlet, and his Gouge a Gouge ; but you call 
dur Church a Maſs-houſe. 
John Roberts. Fre you Were half fo bon Men as Car- 
„ | 
| PF Biſhop. Why do you ab us! 105 
Jon Roberts. © 1 would not upbraid you; but ru en- 
deavour to ſhew thee wherein you fall ſhort of Carpenters. 
«* Suppoſe I have a Son intended to learn the Trade of a Car- 
.« penter;. I indent with an honeſt Man of that Calling, i in Con- 
* fideration of ſo much Money, to teach my Son his Trade W 
in ſucha Term of Vears; at the End of which Term my 
Son may be as good, or perhaps a better Workman than 
his Maſter, and he ſhall be at Liberty from him to follow. W 
* © the Buſineſs for himſelf. Now, will 5 be ſo honeſt as 
4 this Carpenter? You are Men who pretend to know more 
of Light, Life, and Salvatien, and 2 pertaining to 
' © the Kingdom of Heaven, than we do. I would aſk in 
ho long a Time you would undertake to teach us as 
much as you know, and what ſhall we give you, that we 
may be once free from our Maſters ? But here you keep us 
4 always Jearning that we may be always paying you. 
© Plainly 'tis a very Cheat. What! always learning and WW 
never able to come to the Knowledge of Gop! Mi- 
| © ſerable-Sinners you found us, and miſerable Sinners you Wn 
leave us! e : 
| Bifbop. Are you againſt Conſeſſion $ 
en 0 Ns. For I believe thoſe who. fel J 
« and forſake their Sins ſhall find Manz at the Hand of 
« Gop; but thoſe who perſiſt in them ſhall be puniſh'd. But 
« if ever you intend to be better, you muſt throw away your 


old Book and get a new one, or turn over a new nh 55 
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ys 3 Had 


„a Ie n. | | FH mw 
John Roberts. 7 don't wonder that thou art ani. — Mt 
Cuthbert: | Why. ſhould | be afraid any more than ou? i 
John Roberts, © Becauſe. Il am under the Protection of ll 

very. Hairs of my Head, and 
[91 without 


1 
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| 
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« for, if you keep on in your old Leſſon, you muſt always | 
be doing what you ought not, and leaving undone” what 
ye ought to do; and you can never do worſe. I believe, ⁵⁵ 
in my Heart, you mock G. f 
Biſhop. How, dare you fay——? ); = © 
John Roberts. * Tl ate the Caſe, and thou ſhalt judge. 
© Suppoſe thou had'ſt a Son, and thou ſhould'ſt daily let him fe 
know what thou would'ſt have him do, and he ſhould,, . 


% 
* 


* * 22 


Day by Day, Week by Week, and Year after Year, 


voke thee to thy Face, and ſay, Father, I have not done 
© what thou commandeſt me to do; but have done quite I 
© the contrary ; and continue to provoke thee to thy Face im 

this Manner once or oftner every Week, would't thou: | | 

© not think him a rebellious Child, and that his Application 
© to thee was meer Mockery, and would. it not oceaſion the? 
© to diſinherit him?” After ſome more Diſcourſe, my Father 
told him Time was far ſpent; and ſaid he, If nothing wilk 
« ſerve thee but my Body in a Priſon, here it is in thy Power 
and if thou commandeſt me to deliver myſelf up, either to 
© the Sheriff, or to the Jailer of G/ouce/ier Caſtle, as th 


| «© Priſoner, T will-go, and ſeek no other Judge, Advocate, 4 


© or Attorney, to plead my Cauſe, but the Great Judge of 

Heaven and Earth, who knows I have nothing but Love 

© and Goodwill. in my Heart to thee and all Mankind. - _ 
Bi/hep. No; you ſhall go home about your Buſineſs. 
John Roberts. Then deſire thee for the future not to 

trouble . to ſend any more Bailiffs after me; for if © Mi 

thou pleaſeſt at any Time to let me know, by a Line 'or 2“ 

two, that thou would'ſt ſpeak with-me, tho" it be to ſend. Ii 


The Biſhop then calF'd' for ſomething. to drink; but my' +l 
Father acknowledged his Kindneſs, and excuſed himſelf from 4 
drinking. And the Biſhop being called out: of the Room, WS 
one Cuthbert, «who. took Offence at my Father's Freedom 

with the Biſhop,. faid, -*: Haywood, you're afraid of nothing; 


me to Priſon, if I am well and able, I'll come. = | 
| 
| 


I never met with ſuch a Man in my. Life. I'm afraid of 


* my: Life, leſt ſuch Fanaticks as you ſhould cut my Throat a | 


0 Him who numbereth the 
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JF © »withoutwthoſe Providence a Sparrow ſhall not fall to the 
; . Ground ; but thou haſt Cain's Mark of Envy.on thy Fore- MW 
bead, and like him art afraid whoever meets thee ſhould. 
lber [in a great Rage ] If all the :Quakers-ih Zug- 
Lad are not hang'd in a Month's Time, Il be hang d 
ſohn Roberts ſmiling.] Prithee, Friend, remember, and 
eat gau at thy Word. 1 
Father and his Friend Amariah Dreavet then took 
their Leave, and returned home with the Anſwer of Peace 
in their Boſoms. es. 353 „ 
Some Time after this, the Biſhop and the Chancellor in 
their Coaches, accompanied with Tho. Ma ſters, Eſq; in his. 
Coach, and about twenty Clergymen on Horſeback, made 
my Father's Houſe in their Way to the Viſitation, which 
Was to be at Tedbary the next Day. They ſtopped at the 
Sate, and George Evans, the Biſhop's Kinſman, rode into 
' the Yard to call my Father; who coming to the Biſhop's 
Coach Side, he put out his Hand, (which my. Father reſpect. 
fally took) ſaying, * I could not well go out of: the County 
© without ſeeing you.” That's very kind, {aid my Father: 
Wilt thou 1 57 to alight and come in, æuiih theſe who are. 
along with thee? _ | a | ; 
: ' Bijbep.. I thank you, John; we are going to Teabury, 
and Time will not admit of it now; but I will drink with 
you, if you pleaſe. | = 
My Father went in, and ofder'd ſome Drink to be 
brought, and then return'd to the Coach Side. * 
S. Evans. John, is your Houſe free to entertain ſuch 
Mien as we are? | 95 4:4: 
= John Roberts. Yes, George; J entertain honeſi Men, and Wi 
mori mes others. | - e 
Seo. Evans [to the Biſhop.]J My Lord, John's Friend ih 
are the honeſt Men, and we are the others. 
John Roberts. That's not fair, George, for thee to put 
thy Conſtruftion upon my Words: Thou fhould"ft have given m 
Leave to do that. | , = 
Sauire je pes came out. of his Coach, and ſtood by . 
the Biſhop's Coach Side; and the Chancellor, in a divert- 
ng Humour, ſaid to my Father, My Lord and the 15 
Dentlemen have been to ſee your Bury ing- Ground, Fg to 


— 


os 


6 we think y "keep 1 very decent. Eiche f 
my Father had He to Friends for that Pepe it lay at 
the lower End of his Orchard. My Father * my 
Yes; the we are againſt Pride, we think it commendable to be. ; * 
decent. | . . 
Chancelhr. But there is one. Thing among you, which. Fi 
J did not pens to fee ; Lthink it looks a little ſuperſtitious: M 
I mean thoſe Grave-ſtones which are placed at the Head = 
and Feet of your Graves. 
Jobn Roberts, That I confeſs. is what 1 cannot mud: * 
's plead for; but it was permitted to gratify ſome "who had: I 
their Relations there interred. We, notwithſtanding, pro- 
ſe to have them taken up e er long, and converted tofome+ IM 
Legen Uſe. But I defire thee to take Notice, we kad 1 
it from among you, and I have obſerved in many Thing! 2 
4 - Where we have taken you for our Pattern you have 
* us wrong; and therefore we are now reſolved, with Ab 
6 N of Gop, not to follow you one Step further. | f 
At this the Biſhop ſmil'd, and ſaid, John, I chink-yoyr - 
eer is lon a coming, 12 
John Roberts. 7 75 my Wife is willing thou . 
have the beſt, and A. flags to broach a fre Yael. 
Biſßbop. Nay, if it be for the beſt, we'll ſtay. 
Preſently my Mother brought the Drink, and when: 0 
Biſhop had drank, he ſaid, I commend you, Jobn, you 
keep a Cup of good Beer in your Houſe. 1 have not drank. 
any that has pleaſed me better fince I came from home. The ! 
Chancellor drank next; and the Cup coming round again to 
my Father's Hand, Squire Mafters ſaid to him, Now, od | 
School fellow, I hope you'll drink to me. 
John Roberts. Thou. know'ft it is not my Prairie to drink 
to any Man; Fit was, 1 wwou'd as ſoon drink 10 thee as an- _ 
other, as being ny old Ac intance and School. . _but if if 
thou art pledſed to drink, thou art very welcome.” JI 
The Squire. then taking. the Cup into -his Haba; faid;, - WA 
Now, John, before my Lord and all thoſe Gentiemen. tell | 
me what Ceremony. or Compliment do you Quakers 5 
when you drink to one another. 4 
.* John Roberts. None àt all. For me to drink to abr, . 
5 and drink the Liguor, is at beſt but 4 Compliments and that. | 
= orders much on a Lye. © "tho 
"Squire Maſters. | What do you do then ?- OW 
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+ John Roberts. y, if 7 have 4 Mind to. ink, 1 take 
EF he Cup and drink; and 7 2 | 
not, be may let it alone. 


my Friend pleaſes he does the ſame ; 
"Squire Maſters. Honeſt Fobn, give me thy Hand, 


| Here's to thee with all my Heart; and, according to thy 


own Compliment, if thou wilt drink thou may ff, if not 
thou may ſt let it alone. e de 
My Father then offering the Cup to Prieſt Bull, he re- 


| fus'd it, ſaying it was full of Hops and Hereſy. To which 


my Father reply'd, - © As for Hops, I cannot ſay much, not 
being at the Brewing of it; but as for Hereſy, I do affure 


* © thee, Neighbour Bull, there's none in my Beer; and if 


* thou pleaſeſt to drink thou art welcome; but if not, I de- 
i fire. thee to take Notice, as good as thou will, and thoſe 


are as well able to judge of Hereſy. Here thy Lord Bi- 


© ſhop hath. drank of it, and commends it; he finds no He- 


< reſy-in the Cup.” 


. Biſhop. [leaning over the Coach. Door, and whiſpering 


to my Father, ſaid] John, I adviſe you to take care you 
don't offend againſt the Higher Powers. I have heard 
great Complaints againſt you, that Neu are the Ringleader 
of the A. ers in this Country; and that if you are not 


| ſuppreſs'd all will ſignify nothing. Therefore, pray John, 


„Wit 5 

Biſtep. I want ſome more Diſcourſe with you: Win 

| you go with me to Mr. Bull's ? „ N 

* ben. Thou know-eft he hath no Gad ill for me. 
ad rather attend thee elſewhere, © 


take care for the future you don't offend any more. 


Jobn Roberts. * I like thy Counſel very well, and intend 


- © to take it. But thou know'ſt Gop is the Higher Power; 


and you mortal Men, however advanced in this World, 


are but the lower Power; and it is only becauſe I endea- 


<- your to be obedient to the Will of the Higher Powers, 
that the lower Powers are angry with me. But I hope, 
© with. the Aſſiſtance of Gop, to take thy Counſel, and be 
fſubject to. the Higher Powers, let the lower Powers. do 
h me as it may pleaſe Gop. to ſuffer them, | 


Biſsop. Will you come Tomorrow to Tedbury ® 
John Roberts. Yes, i thou defrreſt it. 


* 


Biſbep. Well, I do. The Biſhop then took his Leave; 


and went not to George Bulls, at which he was very much 
| 17 1 led.. : . ; NT g 


Next. 
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Next Morning my Father took his Son Nathaniel witle. © 
him, in Caſe the Biſhop (in Compliance with the violent ³ü 
Clamours of the Prieſts) ſhould ſend him to Priſon, which | JW 
he expected. As they were paſling along a Street in Ted- © Þ} 
bury, they were met by Anthony Sharpe, of Ireland, whole 
Mother lived at Teabury. After he underſtood by my Fa- 
ther where he was going, he aſk'd him if he would accept iſ 
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of a Companion? JF thau 9 mind to go to Prifon, ſays | 
my Father, thou may ſt go with me. I'll venture that (re- 
ply'd Anthony); for if I do, I ſhall have good Company. | 
When they came to the Foot of the Stairs which led up to | 
the Biſhop's Chamber, they were eſpy'd by George Evans, | 
| who ſaid, Come up, Jon; my Lord thought you long. 
When they came up the Biſhop was juſt fitting down to Din- 
| ner, with a Number of Clergymen; and offering to make 
| Room for my Father, he excuſed himſelf, and retired with * 
bis Friend till Dinner was over. The Biſhop fpoke to 
| 
| 
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the Woman of the Houſe for another Room, Which (ik 
being Market-Day) was ſoon filled with Prieſts and Clo- 
thiers, Sc. 3 „ß | 
Biſhop. (putting on a ſtern Countenance) ſaid, Come, 
John, I muſt turn over a new Leaf with you. If you wilt _ 
not promiſe me to go to Church, and to keep no more of theſe 
ſeditious Conventicles at your Houſe, I muſt make your 
Mittimus, and ſend you to Priſon, _ Fo 8 — 
= 7ohn Roberts. * Would'ſt thou have me ſhut my Doors 
8 © againſt my Friends? It was but Yeſterday that thou 3 | 
ſar and many others here preſent, were at my Houle; 
and I was fo far from ſhutting my Doors againſt you, that I 
© invited you in, and you ſhould have been welcome to the 
bes, 8 
Biſhop. Tt is thoſe Meetings I ſpeak of which you keep at 
your Houſe, to the Terror of the Country. om 1 
Jobn Roberts. This I'll promiſe thee before all this WW 
* Company, that if any Plotters or ill minded Perſons come | 
to my Houſe, to plot or conſpire againſt the King or Go-= Wi 
vernment, if I know it, I'll be the firſt Informer againſt il | 
them myſelf, though I haye not a Penny for my Labour. 
WE © But if honeſt and ſober People come to my Houſe, to 
wait upon and worſhip the Gop of Heaven, in Spirit and li Þ 
„in Truth, ſuch ſhall be welcome to me as long as —— ' Wi 
— | | <a ] 1 
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.* x Houſe for em to meet in ; and if I ſhould have none, 


the Lon will provide one for em. 5 
. Bijbep. Will you promiſe to go to your own Pariſh- 
Church to hear Divine Service? N 


Juobn Nobert. . can promiſe no ſuch Thing. The laſt 
Time I was there, I was moved and required of the Logkb, 
whom ſerve, to bear my Teſtimony. againſt a hireling 


© Prieſt, who was preaching for Hire and divining for Money, 


and he was. ry with me, and cauſed the People to turn 
-- 9s. cnt. Al 


don't intend to trouble him again till 
© he learn more Civility, except the -Loxp-require- it of me. 
* Al Send for the Conſtable: I muſt take another 
Our . | F s ; && bh 
"x Na Naberti. If thou ſhould'ſt come to my Houſe un- 
4 er a Pretenee of Friendſhip, and, in N Man- 
ner, betray me hither to fend me to Priſon, as I have 
© hitherto. commended thee for thy Moderation, I ſhould 
e then have Occaſion to put thy Name in Print, and cauſę 


it to ſtink before all ſober People. But it is thoſe Who ſet 


© thee on to Miſchief; I would not have thee hearken to 
dem, but bid em take up ſome honeſt Vocation, and rob 
© their honeſt Neighbours no longer. They are like a 
«\Company of Caterpillars who deſlroy the Fruits of the 
© Earth, and live on the Fruits of other Mens Lahours. 
Then Prieſt Rich of Norch- Sarray, ſaid, Who are thoſe 
vou call Caterpillars? _ RE bh oe oa: 
John Roberts. We Huſbandmen call them Caterpillars, 
* who live on the Fruits of other Mens Fields, and on the 
Sweat of other Mens Brows. And if thou doſt ſo, thoy 
may'ſt be one of them. „ A 


Rich. May it pleaſe Your Lordſhip, if you ſuffer ſuch 


a Man as this to .7hou Your Lordſhip, and call You Ol. 
Man, what will become of ws ? Foe. 88 

Folm Roberts. We honour Old Age, if it be found in 
the Way of Well-doing ; but one would not think you 


* ſhould be ſuch Dunces as to forget Grammar Rules. Youf 


Ly bred up at Oxford and  Cambrid, et: For What? 1 5 tha 
am a Layman, and bred up at Plow- Tail, underſtand the 
Singular and Plural Numbers. Thee and Then is proper 
© to a fingle Perſon, if it be to a Prince: Thou know it it, 
Old Man. What! have you forgot your Prayers, Is it 
Hu, © Lox, or Thau, O Loxp, in your Prayers * 
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you not accept he ſame Language how your Fellow Mor- | 


to bow to Him? 
Bi This won't do. Make their Mittimus' do What's 
your ame: | 
| Anthony $ harp. My Name.zs 1 Sharp. a 
Bilboh. Where do you live? 3 of 
Anthony Sharp, At Dublin, in Kingdom Eulen 
ee, What's your Buſineſs here ? 


hony Sh My Mother lives in this Toms: 4 a 


nc is ſuch, and an ancient Woman, 1 thought] it my Duty 
to come and ſee her. f 
John Roberts. He only came hither in Goel willite lier a 


EE. 
| Biſbep. ; he may be as . a Perſon as yours 
| . your Biel ke 


-Cuſtod 
7 The Woman of the Houſe, underſtanding: the Conſtable 
was to be ſent” for, diſpatch'd a Meffenger to him, to bid 
him get out of the Way. But the Meſſenger miſſing him, 

he came to the Houſe by Accident. To whom the Land- 
ou ſaid, What do you here; when honeſt John Hzyword 
oing to be 8 to Priſon? Here, come along with me. 

The Conſtable being willing, ſhe: conceal'd him in another 
Room, and the Bop Meſſenger bringing him Word 
2 was not to be found, he laid to my 
ather 


r 


Way hame, and I can ſend you to Priſon i in the Afternoon ; 
ſo you may take your Liberty till Six a Clock. 
My Father perceiv'd his Intent was to get rid of his 
Company. 80 he withdrew, with his Friend Anthony Sharp ; 
and at Six a Clock returned without him, and found only 


of Cocterton, and Parſon Hall. 
Bilbup. So, Job, you are come. "Is well; 1 want 


_ him. 


« tals, which you give to the ALxtanrr? What Spirit 
was that in proud Haman that would have poor Mur dera 25 


Company 3 the more oy es and let e | 


Company. Send .for the Conſtable to take them into 


Biſoep. Here are many Gentlemen who have a great [ 


Two Perſons with! him, f. e. Edward Barnet," a Se 1 


ſome more Diſcourſe with yo. UN 44 03. 21339; 4 364 | 
a Parſon Hall. An't A you, my Lord, Jet me diſ- 


| Bip. 
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1 Mr. Hall, John will give you an An- 


' Parſon Hall. "Tis a- great Pity ſuch Men as you ſhould 
kave the Light, Sight, and Knowledge of the Scriptures; 
for the Knowledge of the Scriptures hath made you mad. 
Jobn Roberts. © Why ſhould I not have the Privilege of 
buying the Scriptures for my Money as well as thou or any 
other Man. But you Prieſts, like the Papiſts, would have 
« us Lay men kept in Ignorance, that we might pin our 
Faith on your Sleeves; and ſo the Blind lead the Blind ill 
< both fall into the Ditch. But if the Knowlege of the 
< Scriptures hath made me mad, the Knowledge of the Sack- 
pot hath almoſt made thee mad; and if we Two Madmen 
© ſhould diſpute about Religion, we ſhould make mad Work 
of it. But, as thou art an unworthy Maa, I'll not diſpute 

with thee. Nx © 08 F 
Wg Hall. An't pleaſe you, my Lord, he ſays I'm 


John Roberts. Wili thou” ſpenk an Untruth before © thy 
Lord-Biſhop. e 
Parſon Hall. He did ſay I was drunk, my Lord. - 

Biſbop. What did you ſay, John? [I'll believe you. 

My Father repeating what he ſaid before, the Biſhop 
held up his Hands, and (ſmiling) ſaid, Did you ſay fo, 
«* Fohn?” By which Hall perceiving the Biſhop did not 
incline to favour him, went away in a Huff. The Biſhop 
then directing his - Diſcourſe to my Father, ſaid, John, 
I thought you dealt hardly with me To- day, in telling 
© me, before ſo many Gentlemen, that I came to your 
« Houſe in a Judas- like Manner, and betray'd you hather 
to ſend you to Priſon; for if I had not done what I did, 
People would have reported me an Encourager of the 
© Quakers.' - e 

John Roberts. J they had, it awould haue been no Diſcre- 
de + or, nn ß 
_ -  Bifſbop, Come now, John, I'll burn your Mittimus's 
before your Face. And now, Mr. Barna, I have a Mind 
to aſk Jobn ſome Queſtions. Jobn, I have heard Mr. 
Bull ſay ſtrange Things of you: That you can tell where 
to find any Thing that's loſt as well as any Cunning Man. | 
But I e to hear it from your own Mouth. N 
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where find them, *till they apply'd to you. 


the Truth , that Story. —_ | 
Biſhop. Pray do; I ſhall believe you, John. 


Juobn Roberts. I had a poor Neighbour, who had a il 
© Wife and Six Children, whom the Chief Men about 
us permitted to keep Six or Seven Cows upon the Waſte, . - ü 
* which were the principal Support of his Family, and pre- 
« ſerv'd 'em from becoming chargeable to the Pa iſn. One 1 


very ſtormy Night the Cattle were left in the Yard, as 
© uſual; but could not be found in the Morning. The Man 


and his Sons had ſought em to no Purpoſe: And after. | 18 
they had been loſt 4 Days, his Wife came to me, and, in 
a great Deal of Grief, .cry'd, O Lorxv! Maſter Haywood, MN 


we are undone! My Huſband and I muſt go a begging in 
our Old Age! We have loſt all our Cows! My Huſband and 
the Boys have been round the Country, and can hear nothing 
of them, I'll down on my bare Knees if you'll ſtand o 
Friend! © I defired ſhe would not be in ſuch an Agony, a 
told her ſhe ſhould not down on her Knees to me; but I 
would gladly help them in what I could.“ I know, age, 


you are a good Man, and Gop will hear your Prayers. IL de- - 
* fire thee (ſaid I) to be ſtill and quiet in thy Mind; perhaps 


thy Huſband or Sons may hear of em To- day: If not, 
let thy Huſband get a Horſe, and come to me To-morrow 
Morning as ſoon as he will; and I think, if it pleaſe Gon, 
to go with him to ſeek em. The Woman ſeem'd tran- 


again! Her Faith being ſo ſtrong, brought the greater Ex- 
* erciſe on me with ſtrong Cries to the Loxp, that he would 


' the Old Man. In the Name of Gov, /ays he, which Way 


* and then I anſwered, in the Name of Gop I would go. 
© to ſeek them, and ſaid (before I was aware) we will go to 


When I had ſpoken the Words, I was much troubled leſt 
* they ſhould not prove true. It was very early, and the 
* firſt Man we ſaw, I aſk'd him if he had 


- 


—_— ERR e 


bout ſome Cows that a Neighbour had loſt, and could no 


John Roberts. f thou plage to hear me, Tl tell the 


* ſported with Joy, crying, Then wwe /oall hawe aur Co 


be pleaſed to make me 1nſtruniental in his Hand, for the 
* Help of the poor Family. In the Morning early comes 
ſhall we go to ſeek em? I being deeply concerned in ; © 
Mind, did not anſwer him, till he had thrice repeated it; 
© Malmſlury, and at the Horſe Fair we ſhall find hem 


ſeen any ſtray 
D Milch 
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i388; Milch Cows thereabout ?” What anner of Cattle are they 
- - © ſaid he? And the Old Man deſcribing their Marks and 
Number, he told us there was ſome ſtood chewing their 


Here I fhould find them, and here ] have them! Then up 


. © to the great Joy of his Family. 


Domeſtick of George Bulls) kept ſome Sheep of his own; 
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Cucd« in their Horſe Fair; but thinking they belonged to 
.* ſome in the Neighbourhood, he did not take particular 
Notice of them. When we came to the Place, the Old 
Man found 'em to be his; but ſuffered: his 'Tranſports of 
Joy to riſe ſo high, that 1 was aſhamed of his Behaviour; 
for he fell a hallowing, and threw up his Mountier Cap 
© in the Air ſeveral Times, till he rais'd the Neighbours 
< out of their Beds to ſee what was the Matter.” O / ſaid 
. he, I had loft my Cows four or five Days ago, and thought 1 
ſhould never ſee them again; and this honeſi Neighbour of mine 
told me this Morning by his oaun Fire Side, Nine Miles off, that 


goes his Cap again. I begg'd of the r Man to be 
0 45h and ke his Cows a; and betthanlfal as in- 
deed I was, being reverently bowed in my Spirit before the 
© Los, in that he was pleaſed to put the Words of Truth 
into my Mouth. And the Man drove his Cattle home, 


Biſhop. I remember another Mr. Bull told me, about a 
Parcel of Sheep a Neighbour had loſt, and you told him 
where to find em. | 1 args - 

John Roberts. The Truth of the Story is this: A 
« Neighbour of mine, one Jen Curtis, (at that Time a 


„and it ſo fell out, that he loſt em for ſome Days; but 
happening to ſee me, and knowing I went pretty much 
abroad, he deſired me, if I ſhould ſee em any where in 
my Travels, to let him know it. It happened the next 
© Day, as I was riding towards my own Field, my Dogs 
«© being with me, put up a Hare, and ſeeing they were like 
* Iy to kill her, I rode up to take them off, that ſhe might 
© eſcape, and, by meer Accident, I eſpy'd J. Curtis's Sheep 
in one Corner of the Field, in a thick briary Part of the 
© Hedge, wherein they ſtood as ſecure as if they had been 
© in a Pound. I ſuppoſe they had been driven thither b 
the Hounds, When came home I ſent him Word of 1 
And tho' this is no more than a common Accident, I fi 
| George Bull hath endeavoured to improve it to my Dil: 
vantage. + _ | 5 1 
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* don, to ſee his Parents at Siddington. They 


© with the Horſe; and when they wanted to take him from 


« Graſs they could not find him. After he had been loſt 
« ſome Time, and they had cry'd him at ſeveral Market- IM 


Towns, ſomebody (Who, tis likely might have_heard the 


— 


former Stories told; as thou * hear them) directed 
ſchis Edward Symons io me, who telling me the Caſe, I 


© aſk'd him which Way they had the Horfe to Graſs * He 4 


« anſwer'd, thio' the Furſen-Leaſes. I anſwer'd, The Horſe 
| being a Stranger in the Place, tis very likely be might 
> « endeavour to bend homewards, and loſe himſelf in the 
- © Fur/mn-Leaſes; for there are a great many Acres belong- 


: ing to me and others under that Name, which are ſo over- 
grown with Furze Buſhes, that a Horſe may lye there 


concealed a long Time. I therefore adviſed him to get a 


* good deal of Company, and ſearch the Places diligently, : 


a as if they were beating for a Hare; which if he did, 1 
nW © told him I was of the Mind he would find him. The 


l op, Caſe." 

:  Biſbop. 

Mouth, tho' I did not, nor ſhould have credited them, in 
the Senſe Mr. Bull related them. But I believe you, John. 


ons. I can compare. him to nothing but a | 
Bells. You know, Mr. Barnet, a Ring of Bells may be 
made of as good Metal as can be put into Bells; but they 
may be out of Tune: So we may ſay of John; he's a Man 
Te hl RC: 


after thy Pipe. 
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thee how that was. One Faward Symons came from Lon- 
ut his Horſe 
* to Graſs, in ſome Ground, with their own, beyond a Part 
of mine, call'd the Furſen Leaſes, thro' which they went 


Jol Roberts, If I ſhan't tire thy Pationce, Ill acqusint 


TY 
1 
1 
i 


IJ 
bit! 
1 
| 


Man did take my Advice, and found him. And where's- | | 
the Cunning of all this? Tis no more than their own Il 
© Reaſon might have directed them to, had they properly 
J wanted to hear theſe Stories from your own 


And now, Mr. Barnet, we'll aſk John ſome ſerious Queſti- 
ood. Ring of lh 


of as good Metal as I ever met with; but he's quite out of if 
John Roberts. 7. hou may ft wvell ſay ſo; for I can't tune 


Biſbep, Well, John, I remember tos have read, at the jt 
25 hh 9 2 | en Preaching 122 0 
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& Preaching of the Apoſtle the Heart of Lydia was open d. 
Can you tell us what it was that open'd Lydia's Heart? 
John Roberts, Þ7 believe I as 
Biſhop. I thought ſo. I defire you to do it. 
John Roberts. I was nothing but the Key of David, _ 
Bijzop. Nay, now John, I think you are going wrong. 
John Roberts. JF thou pleaſeft to ſpeak I'll hear thee ; but 
if thou would"fl have me ſjcak, I defire thee to hear me. 
Bi/oep. Come, Mr. Barnet, we'll hear h n. 
John Roberts, * It is written, Thou haſt the Key of Da- 
| © wid, which opens and none can ſhut; and if thou ſhutt'ſt 
* none can open. And that is no other but the Spirit of 
our Lon JEsus CRRIsT. It was the ſame ſpiritual Key 
- © that open'd the, Heart of Moſes, the firſt Penman of the 
_* Scripture, and gave him a Sight of Things from the 
Beginning. It was the ſame ſpiritual Key that open'd the 
© Hearts of all the Holy Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apoſtles, 
in Ages paſt, who left their Experience of the Things of 
© Gop upon Record: Which if they had not done, you 
Biſhops and Prieſts would not have had any Thing to 
make a Trade of; for it is by telling the Experience of 
* theſe holy Men, that you get your great Biſhopricks 
and Perſonages; and the ſame Giritual Key hath, bleſ- 
"© ſed be Gon, open'd the Hearts of Thouſands in this Age; 
* and the ſame ſpiritual Key hath, in a meaſure, open'd my 
Heart, and given me to diſtinguiſh Things that differ, 
And it muſt be the ſame that muſt open thy Heart, if ever 
-” thou comeſt to have it truly opened. . 
' Biſhop. It is*the Truth, the very Truth. I never heard 
1 ſo defined before. John, I have done you much Wrong; 
I defire you to forgive me; and I' never wrong you 
more. | „ | 
Tohn Roberts. I do heartily forgive thee, as far as it is 
© in my Power; and ] truly, pray the Father of Mercies 
may forgive thee, and make thee his. As to the latter 
Part, that thou wilt never wrong me more, I am of the 
« ſame Mind with thee; for it is in my Heart to tell thee, 
II I ſhall never ſee thy Face any more! ax% 
Biſkep. I have heard you once told the Jailer of Glue 
ceſter ſo, and it proved true. in 
Jabn Noberts-. That Jailer had been very cruel to me, 
and the reſt of our Friends, who were then Priſoners. oo | 
| © ha 
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had kept us in. the Priſon, from the Seſſion to the  Aſſize, 
and from the Aſſize to the Seſſion, omitting to put our 
Names in the Calender, that we might have had a Hear- 
ing. At length I found Means, at an Aſfize Time, 
« to acquaint the Judge (by Letter) of his illegal Proceed- Þ 
« ings. In Conſequence of which we were ordered to be 
put on the Calender, had a Hearing, and were acquitted.” . J 
The Judge ſeverely. reprimanded the Jailer, ſaying, 8- | 
rab ] if ever ] hear that you db the like for the future, III! 
take care thut you (hall be Jailer here no longer. Shall I ct Wi 
here to hear and determine Caufts, and ſhall you teep Men in 
Priſon during your Pleaſure, and not put their Names in the 
Calendar? The Jailer, coming out of the Court was heard 
by the Turnkey,to ſay, *Tawas along of Haywood-that I iſ 
awes fo ſeverely reprimanded 2 Fudge ; and if ever be 
come into the Caftle again; he ſhall never come out alive. | 
Upon which the Turnkey took an Opportunity to find nie | 
out, and informing me of it further ſaid,  awou'd not have ©} 
you by any Means come back to the Caſtle To. nigbt, to fetch 
F 4 your Things ; for if you do he'll certainly detain you for bis 
Fees. I'll take equal Care of your Things as i you yourſelf 
avere {reſent to do it, I acknowledged his Kindneſs, and 
went home. I ben the Failer returned to the Caſtle, he, adde 
the Turnkey where the Quakers were? He anſwer'd, be Wi 
thought it his Buſineſs to take care of the Felons, and to leaves 
the Duakers to him. Not long after, being Conſtable, I ſecured 
a Felon who broke out of the Caſtle, and ſent the Turnkey No- 
tice of it. He coming over to fetch him back, begg'd, if by. 
Means I could prevent it, that I would not come any more a 
Priſoner to the Caſtle while his Maſter was Failer ; For, ſays 
he, if you do, he ſwears you ſhall never go out alive; and 
that Hour you come in I'M leave the Caſtle ; for I can't ſtay 
there to ſee you abuſed. Does he ftill ſay ſo? ſaid I. Yes 
he does, ſaid he. Then remember me to him, ſaid I, and tel! 
him from me, 1 ſhall never ſee his Face any more. Soon after ir 
pleaſed GoD to take him aabay by Death; and in a little Time I 
was had Priſoner there again. * f 
This was the laſt Conference my Father had with the Bi- 
ſhop, who died ſoon after. e 
Some Time after our Friends having been kept out of 
their Meeting-Houſe at Cirenceffer, a conſiderable Time, 
had continued to meet in the Street. But Orders being 
| 21 „ Siven; 
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| given one Day to permit EG to meet 3 in i the Hou") they 
2 ; and while T heophila Townſend was in Prayer, the Bi- 
- ſhip (Succeſſor to Biſhop Nicho//on Sir John Guiſe, Wm. 
7 Fa of Barney, Juſtice of Peace, with a great Comp wy 
attending them, came 1 Biſhop laid his Hand on 
 Theopbila's Head, ſaying, ed Woman, enough ; de- 
, dl fißt. When ſhe had Fs ig Bawley, © 24 
cher, went to Prayer. And when he bad done, Vir 3 
_ Guiſe aſk d his Name. 
EKR. Bowley, My Name is Richard Bowley. 
Sir FJ. Gaiſe. Where do you live? l 
Rich. Bowley, In this Town. | 
Sir J. Gaz/e. What Trade are you 2 hs 
Rich. Bowwley. A Malſter. | 
”- Sir J. Guife Set down Rich. Bewley 2ol fat Preach- \ 
ing. Whoſe Houſe is this? | 
John Roberts. This Houſe hath Ot; 
Sir J. Guiſe. But who is the Landlord ? 
John Roberts. One aubo 73 able to give us @ quiet Poſſeſſion 
wit. 
5 Sir 7. Guife, I demand of you who 1s the Landlord of 1 it ? 
John Roberts. The King is cur Londlord. 
Sir J. Guiſe. How is the King your Landlord ?.. 
John Roberts. Jt is the King's Land, and we fy the 
King's Auditors, And we are net only his peaceable Subjedts, 
but alſo his good Tenants, who | pay him his Rent. Therefore we 
have Reaſon to hope be all give 4s d peaceable Poſſeſſion of our 
Bargain. 
Sir J. Guiſe. Who pays the King's Auditors ? 
EKicb. Beauley. I do. 5 | 
| * fire J. Guiſe. Set down Richard Bowley 201. for the 
> | Hon * 
John Roberts. o 7s that [ſpeaking to the other Ju- 
ſtices] av is ſo forward to take Names, and levy Fine! 
Juſtice Burcher, Don't you know him? Tis Sir Joby | 
- Gufe. 
95 F< Guiſe. What's that to you 2? What's your Nate?” 4 
John Roberts. Pm not aſsam'd of my * But if t 
Name be John Guiſe, I knew thy 2 by a very remarkal 
Incident: And 1 auculd have thee take Warning by thy. Father 
A Word to the Wile is ſufficient, 8 
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r Sir J. \' Hers; 98 san Fellow, and hay 4 
him by het leels, He affronts mm. 2 
John Roberts. My Heels, Man ! Fear and ould the FR = 


wing Go: I an nud of being laid by the Heels. The 1 


Conſtable not being forward to obey his Orders, he too 
my Father by one Arm, and bid the Conſtable take him bx 
the other. 80 they led bim into the Street, and bid *. = 
out about his Buſineſs. LT am about my Bu 2 ſaid my 
ather: And, on their going in again, my ather follow d IJ 
them. IJ 
Sir F. Guife. | Haywood, I chought I had you out. What "oj 
do you here again ? — 
John Roberts. I come to ſee how. iber behavep among _ 
Friends, and if thou deft not bebave e well, 7 org 7 | 
bold to tell thee of it. 1 | = 
Sir J. Guiſe. I command you, in the King's Name, to | 
go out 1 * if 
John Roberts. F thou phaſeſt to go out firſt, Pl e 
With ſome Pains he got all the Friends out of the _—_ 4 
and order'd all the Forms to be brought out into the Streer, Þ 
Which was done. On which my Father ſaid, The Seats are © 
our Own, and we may as well fit as fland. So the Friends 


ſat down: But preſently after they were broke up and | 


diſpers'd. 


Not long after, John Timbrel, a Friend of | 


Cireneeft efter, wrote to Juſtice Burcher, and told him (amongſt 


other Things) he had 'till then a better Opinion of 
than to think 

that he was forry he ſhould be one in it. Sir Jobn being 
acquainted with it by Juftice Burcher, ſent out a 
Warrant againſt John Timbre/. The Conſtable who had it 
to ferve was ſo civil to inform him of it, and tell him that 
he would not ferve it on him 'till his Market was over. 
However, he left his Market, came to my Father, told him 
of the Warrant, and aſk'd his Advice. My Father ad- 


he would ſet his Hand to ſuch a Work; and 


viſed him not to ſtay for the Serving of the Warrant, but go 


directly to Sir John. He engaging my Father to accom 1 
Zim, = 89 went. When” they came before Sir le 
John Timbrel ſaid, © I heard thou hadſt ſent out a War- 
rant to bring me before thee. But I chele rather & to come = 
Without 1 it. | 
Sir John. What's s your Name? | 
J. Tinbrel. is Name is John Tinbrel. | 


4 
Sir e vibe: you that ſauey vu 


Atic. Fellow . Fas 
wrote to Mr. Burcher, to deter him from POS! * 
. bg. ls: - 
2 Timb. © I did write a Letter to Nn. Bar cher. on 
Sir Job. Then you deſerve a Stone Doublet. 
wi Timb.' © Haſt thou ſeen the Letter? 


Sir John. No, but I have had an 3 it. 
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J. Roberts. Then, tho thou art a young Man, I difire thee 


r Dew thyſelf fo much a wiſe Man as not to condemn any Thing 
thou haft not ſeen. I have ſeen a Copy of it, and think theres is 


2 great deal of good Advice in it; and I auiſb both thou and 


Wm. Burcher ere ſ% wi/e as to take it. 


Sir Jubn. I thought you were the Writer or Inditer of i it, 


B tho! :Timbrel's Name was to. it, 
| John Roberts. No, I was not. 1 bnew vol hing ef it til! 


er tauas ſent.” 


Sir John. But I wen you  aGomted me. t'other Day 


before a great Number of People concerning my Father. 
Pray what do vou know of my Father ? 


Jobn Nobert. Some Time ago, ſeveral of my Frlends' 


& being met, together with me, in a peaceable Manner, 
© to worſhip Gov, at Stoke 'Orchard, thy Father came in 


with a File of Muſqueteers at his Heels, and beat and 


c l us very much. I then warn'd him in abundance 


«about 12 of us to Glouceſter Caſtle. I then told him Gop 


« would plead our Cauſe with him. And I was credibly .. 
- inform'd, that (not the very Night, but) the next Night 


© after, he went to Bed as well in Appearance as uſual ; 


but, in the Morning, he not ringing a certain Bell, which 
© he had by him for that Purpoſe, at. the Time he us'd to 


do, his Houſe-keeper went up ſeveral. Times, and thought 
© he was aſleep. But at length, ſuſpecting ſomething more 
than ordinary, ſhe made a cloſer Inſpection; and, - per- 


*-ceiving his Countenance chang'd, ſhe threw open he 


© Curtains in a great Surprize. On which, he juſt flaſh'd 


open his Eyes, but ſaid not a Word. She aſk'd him how 


© he did ? but he made no Anſwer. Which made her cry 
© © more earneſtly, Pay, Sir, how do you da? How is if 
« evith you ? For God's Sake, tell me. And all he ſaid to her 
« was, Oh! theſe Qualers l. oh! "On Ruakers ! Woes to 


| © of Love. Yet he did not ſeem to regard it, but ſent 


or. 
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c. G05 1 hats ee , Nu, 10 4 IJ 
not hear that he ever ſpoke more. 4 4 
Sir John ſeem d ſurpris d at this Relation, - and. did A 
not contradict it in the leaſt ; which, it is reaſonable to 
think, he would, and with Reſentment too, had it not been 1 
true. Yet notwithſtanding this fair Warning, he continued.” 
his Ee of granting Warrants againſt us. But the Officers 
nerally ſo civil as to acquaint us with it in Time. 
ime after this, Sir J. Guiſe and Sir Rob. Atkins, be- 
i 2 Perrot's Brook, Two Miles from Cirencefter, quar- 
rell'd as thy were Gaming. Sir John drew his Sword, Ear, 
2 ans But thoſe ws . Houſe ſtepp d 
tween them and parted them, I ming to appear 
pn fat down to play again. But afterwards, taking a 
alk together in the ns. | the Breaſt of Sir © = 
Fohn 1 ſill fil'd with Reſentment, he ſaid, Sir Robere, it 
you gave me the Lie; and I will have Satisfaction. 
Sir Robert. JI have ſaid any Thing more than is common «= 
for Gentlemen to ſay to each other in their Play, betwixt 0: 
and me, I aſe your Pardon.” 6 
Sir John. If you'll go in, and aſk it hoſes the People 
| of the Houſe, I will put it up; otherwiſe I will not. 
Sir Robert. No, Sir John; that's beneath me. 4 — 1 
Sir John. Then draw, or you ſhall die like a Dog? 
They both drew; and Sir Robert gave him a gentle Prick in 
the An and ſaid, I defire you, Sir John, 1 take that for” 
Satisfadtion EY FE. have had you e Vrwkere ; z but Was unwil- 
ling to do you further Miſchief. | by | 
— 7 40 I'II kill, Aa be kill'd! PR 43 Dt 
ir Robert. F that be Mind, to your 253 
ewell as yon *. 4 for 1 hall bave you at next Paſs. And 
ſo he had; for he ran him through, in at the Belly, and out 
at the Back; on which he fell, Sir Robert Rtepp'd up to him, 
unbutton d his Cloaths, tore bis Shirt down, and gently drew {| 
out his Sword: And then, after he had well fuck'd the 
Wound, taking his Handkerchief, he rowl'd up the wt neon 
of it hard, and thruſt it into the Orifice: Then buttonz 
his Cloaths, he lifted him up, and defired him, while ol 
was able, that he would acquaint the People of the Houſe - |} 
that his Neath was of his own ſeeking. And when ( \theyt - of 
were come about him, he was io generous as to fay, * If I 
die, Sir Robert is clear; for if he had not kill = ; 
* wou 
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wwoäld have killed him.“ Sir Robert proeur d him Sur- 
geons: And, after a While, when great Pains : came upon 
Fim, he lamented himſelf much, and ſaid, © It was the juſt 
Hand of Gop upon him for meddling with the Quakers, 
Bat, if he will be pleaſed to ſpare me, and try me again, 
| © Fill never have a Hand againſt em any more. For 
'» © Haywood told me, If I went on perſecuting, the ſame 
Hand that overtook my Father would overtake Me, be- 
fore I was aware. He further told me, I was ſet on by 
- © ſome envious Prieſts; and I might have Time to repent. 
- © it. And ſo I do with all my Heart. And tis true; I 
could never come into Company with Mr. Carelgſi or 
Mr. Frame, but they would be ſtirring me up to put the 
Þ © Laws in Execution againſt Diſſenters. The Sword 
©” having miſs'd his Intrails, he recover'd, ſtood Candidate 
— the County after, and never more diſturb'd our Meet- 
Tbe next Thing I ſhall take Notice of is, the Proceed - 
ings of Juſtice James George againſt my Father, my Brother 
Mtbaniel, and myſelf. e came to the Ram in Cirenceſter, 
aud ſent for my Brother and me. My Father went with: us. 
And, when we came thither he ſaid; — Tis very, 
| * well Job, that you are come too. I ſent for your Sons, 
to let them know it is His Majeſty's Pleaſure to have 
© the Laws put in Execution: And now I take this Oppor- 
* tunity to let them and you know that we muſt all be of 
„One Church. e 
Jobn Roberts. Thou ought'ſt then to be well aſſured. 
t that it be the right Church. For if thou ſhouldſt be ſo far 
* permitted to exerciſe the Authority thou art intruſted 
© with, as to force a Man, againſt his Conſcience, to conform 
to awrong Church, thou can'ſt not indemnify that Man 
for ſo Confurming in the Day of Account. 1 have read, 
indeed, that our Saviouk made a Whip of {mall Cords to 
*- whip the Buyers and Sellers ou? of the Temple; but I never 
| * read that he whippd any in.——The Window of the Room 
| being open, wwe had a Praſpect of Cirenceſter Tower ; and be 
Juſlice, pointing to it ſaid, * What as you call that John? 
John Roberts. Thou may'/? call it a Daw-houſe, if thou- 
Pleaſeſt. *Dofin't thou fee how the Jack-Daws flock about. it. 
Juice. Well! notwithſtanding your Jeſting, I warn you, 
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ſwer it at your Peril, 
1 CE, Roberts. N 7 tene, thou think of. you bet * 
1 Du 
* 


eee 
YES 
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Rüber. Thes 7 lee 3 to give me * to TY Y 


7 Du ty. 4nd 1 d now warn thee, in the Name of the 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords, not to moleft or hinder us in 


hy 


the Heaceable Exerciſe of our Duty to God, As  thow avilt an- 


fever it at another 

A little Time after ik, he ſent to the Officers, to bid em 
go to the Quakers Meeting-houſe.on Sunday next, and ng 
their Names to him. The Officers were very unwilling to 
| obey his Command; and ſome of them acquainted me wick 
their Orders, deſiring we would not meet at the uſual Tint, © 
or otherwiſe that we would meet at another Place. I told 
them, we did not dare fo far to deny the Worſhip of our Gop : 
For, ſaid I, we worſhip the ſame Oos that Daniel did: And 
he, notwithſtanding the ſevere Decree of the King, failed 
not openly to own 85 
dew open as uſual. And our Gop is the ſame he was in 
Daniel's Days, as able to ſtop the Mouth of the Lion as 


he was then. And we are not afraid to truſt in him, 


having had Experience of many Deliverances he hath 
- wrought for us. The next Firſt Day we met, at the 


Time and Place we uſed to meet; and a good Meeting we 


had, the Living Preſence of the Lozp being ſenfibly felt 
amongſt us, One of the Conſtables came in, and deliverd 
a Warrant to my Brother Jou, deſiring him to read it. But 
my Brother put it in his Pocket, telling him he deſign'd to 
read it when the Meeting was over. That will not do, 
< ſaid he; for if you will not read it now, I defire you to 
« give it me again.“ Which he did. And then they took 


a Liſt of ſeveral of our Names, and carried it to Juſtice | 


George. On which he fent out his Warrants to diſtrain our 
Goods. They ſeiz'd my Father's Corn in his Barns, and 
lock'd up the Bank Doors. At that Time the Murrain had 
ſeiz d the Juſtice's Cattle, and they died apace. His Stew- 


ard told bim he muſt ſend for 7% Haywood, or he would” 


looſe all his Cattle. ? No, ſaid the Juſtice, don't ſend for 
bim now; becauſe I have Warrants out againſt him and 
< his 8 Send for any body elſe now. So the an” 
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op, by praying to him, with his Win- - 
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„ eee he could for ? em; © = 


very little Purpoſe, for the Cattle continued to ſicken — 


4 
* * 4 
1 


| 4 * Worſhip, if you don't ſend for Fohn Haywood, I believe 


die as before. The Steward then told him, Pleaſe your 


you will looſe all your Cattle; for now the Bull is ſick, 
and off his Meat; and I don't find this Man does em any 


© good. But if you pleaſe to ſend for John, I don't -quel- 
tion but he could be of Service to em.“ Send for him 


then, ſaid the Juſtice; but don't bring him in as you uſe to 
do. When he has done what he can, pay him and diſmiſs 


him. 80 my Father was ſent for and went (havin "g learned 
the Great Chriſtian Leſſon to return Good Evil) 


and did 
his beſt for em. When he had done, as he was wiping, his 


Hands in che Entry, the Juſtice undeſignedly came by him; 
"4 and, ſeeing he could not avoid his Notice, ſaid, © So Jabs, 


* you have done ſomething for my Cattle, I ſuppoſe. Te, 


* ſaid my Father, and ] hope it will do em good. whe ny 


* the Juſtice to the Steward, pay Jobn. 
John Roberts. No; Pl have none of thy Money. 
Juice. None of my Money! Why ſo! 


John Roberts. To what Purpoſe is it for me to rake a 
little 4 thy Money by Retail, and thou. come and take my 
| Goods 


Wholeſale. 

Jule. Dont think your coming to duch and bleed 
my Cattle ſhall deter me from executing the King's Laws. 
John Roberts. I, Time enough for thee to deny me a Fa- 
wour when 1 aſk it of thee. I ſeek no Fawour at thy Hands. 


But, «when thou haſt done me all the Diſpleaſure thou art per- 


mitted to do, I wwill ane ſerve thee, or thine 10 the 


utmoſt of my Power. 
Juice. Well, John, you muſt ftay and dine with me. 
John Roberts. Perhaps 1 Hall intrude if 1 flay. 1 * ra- 


ther be excuſed. 


Fuftice. "Tis no Intruſion, John; you ſhall Ray. 
So my Father ſtay'd, and preſented him with -a Piece of 


' Thomas Ellwood"s againſt Perſecution, Which together with 


my Father's Readineſs to ſerve him, ſo wrought on him, that 
I don't remember any of his Corn was taken from him at 
that Time. But my Brother Nathanie/ and myſelf, being 


Partners in Trade in C:rencefter, were Fin'd by this Juſtice 
George, for our Selves and Unable Perſons preſet os us 
at the Meeting, Seventy Pounds, 


"of 
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with other Juſtices, the Sheriff of the County, his Men, 
and two Conſtables. Our Neighbours, in Good-will-to us, 
ſhut our Doors, and the Maid faſtened them on the In- 
fide, But the Juſtices gave Orders they ſhould be broke 
open. A Young Woman, being in the "Shop when it was 
done, ran out art the Back-door in a Fright. 
Thomas ſeeing, ſaid, © There's One gone! 


« well be five Hundred gone! T'll take my Oath here was 


not how ſoon. A Servant belong! 
= Hat, and laid it on the Tab 81 took it, and put it on 


gain, ſaying, I hope „ e bis Has aw His own 
Thoſe . wit bout Offence to any Man. 


ir Thomas. What's your Name? 


D. Roberts. Daniel Roberts. IEEE 0 iM 


Sir Thomas. Can you ſwear? 3 

D. Roberts. Net that I know of. I never „ Wi pu 

Sir Thomas. Then you muſt begin now. 

D. Roberts. 7 think 7 all not. ; 

Sir Thomas. How you _,* nk? .- | 

D. Roberts. By not 1 But if thou can ſt convince 
me by that Book in thy Hand [which was a Bible] that it is 
lawful to favear, fince CaxisT forbids it, then I will Fevear. 
For when Men come and ſay Tou m rear or faffer; I but 
reaſonable to expert fuch Men 2 ould 6, 
ful. Our Saviour ſays, Swear not at all: 
ſwear. Pray, which muſt I obey ? 


Sir Thomas. Well, Daniel, if you will not ſwear you 
muſt go to Jail. 


D. Roberts. The Vill o 


to you, we had rather be in Priſon, and enji 
Gop, than be at Li 


u 
5 Roberts. Tes. 
5 e Parſons. in ſorry for that. 


Why art thou forry 
hone 


ft — a2 againſt my Father in my Life. What haſt 
thou againſt him? 


Sir Thomas, That he is not only miſled himſelf, but is 
alſo a Means to miſlead others. + 


D. Roberts, = you Ls noting again him but bis 


our Peace with 
berty, and break our Peace with Him, 


Sbe Ae . came to our Houfe Sir ea FJ 


Which Sir 3 
ere might aas 


« a Conventicle. I, being near him, bid him take care what _ 
he ſaid or ſwore, becaiſe he muſt give Account, and he knew  - 


g to one of them took off | E 


ified to prove it laws. © 
24 Thou ſay „ muſt 2 


F Gop be done. For be it knows 
ſtice Parſons. 1 ſuppoſe you are one of J. e Sons. 


for that ? I never hed as Ex 
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Obedience to -the Law of his Gov,. that's v0 more than-the 
Aecuſers of honeft Daniel had againft him; and that does not 


concern me. Sir Thomas, His worſhipping Gop in the Way 
he does is Crime enough. D. Roberts. Then I hope 1 hall 


be a Criminal as long as IT live. | 79 ry 
Then they ſeiz d what Goods they pleaſed, and took them 


_ away with them. And, after they had tender'd to us the Oaths 
twice more, our Mittimus was made, and we were ſent to 


Glhoucefter Caſtle; where we found ſeveral of our Friends 


before us; and, with them that were ſent in ſoon aſter us, 


we became a Family of Forty or Fifty. The Jailer's Name 
was 7obn Landborne; and, for a Piece of Service I did him 
gratis in his Abſence, (i. e. N Fix Key-turner,. and 

from breaking out) 1 
could prevail with him to let ſeveral of our Friends go 


home, when Occafion particularly required, for ſome Time 


together. We, being a large Number of us in the Priſon, 
had often large Meetings, on the Firſt Days, in the Caſtle. 


Divers of the Priſoners who were not of us, as well as 
ſeveral People out of the City, would come and -fit down 
with u:. Therefore Richard Parſons, one of our Perſecu- 


tors, who liv'd in the City, came to our Morning Meeting, 
accompany'd with ſeveral others. My Father was- preſent 
with us, and Henry Panton (who had formerly been a Fen- 
cing-maſter) was, preaching, when they came in, concerning 
the Confeſſion of ſome, Who perpetually ſay, they are ding 
of what they ought not, and leaving undone what they ought 
to do: Which Words Parſans (who was a Prieſt, a Chan- 
cellor, and a Juſtice, took hold of, telling him be was com- 

laining of others for what he was doing himſelf: For ſaid 
he, You are now a doing what you ought not, and leaving undone 
evhat you eught to do; catching hold of his grey Locks to 


pull him down. But Henry being a tall Man, Pot ſtrong 


and aQive, tho' in Years, he ſtood his Ground, and ſpoke 
over his Head. Parſons then ſtrove to 527 his Mouth; but 
he avoided it by turning his Head aſide. When he bad 


done ſpeaking, a Friend ſtood up and ſaid, '77s a Sign the 


Dewil's hard tut to it to have his Drudge: y done, that Priefis 
muſt. leave their Pultits and Parihioners, to take up the Buſir 
neſs of Infermers againſi poor Prifoners in the Priſon. After 


Prieſt Poſen had been fome Time endeavouring to get the 
Names o 


ſome preſent, and nobody would give him Infor 


mation, he thus broke qut: Y you are thereabeuts, 1 
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be even with you another Ma. For he had got a Lit f 
ſeveral of the Priſoners Names: and taking for Eng: they -} 
were all preſent at the Time, he ſent out his Warrants for - 
detaining their Goods. However, herein he was miſtaken; 2 
for ſeveral were then abſent; amengſt whom was Lenses 
Guſp, a Widow, who liv'd about twenty Miles diltant. - 
Some Officers were ſent to her Houſe to diſtrain her Goods, 
for being at this Meeting, when ſhe was twenty Miles from 
the Place. When the Officers came, ſhe told them ſhe Was 
not at the Meeting; and, to conyince them, perſuaded *em 
to go with her to . Landlord, who was alſa a Juſtice f 
the Peace, and knew what ſhe faid to be true. When they 2 
came before him, and ſhew'd him the Warrant, What a 
© Raſcal, ſaid he, is this Parſons! Here he ſays he'll take 
his Oath that my Tenant was convicted by him of being 
at a Conventicle, in Pe. Caſile ſuch a Day of the 
Month; and I'll take my Oath ſhe was at home the ſame 
Time, which is twenty Miles off. If you touch any,af 
| © her Goods by Virtue of this Warrant, be it at your Peril. 
| © I'll aſſure you if you do, I'll ſtick cloſe to your Skirts.” 2 
Officer. What can we db in this Caſe? How can ave © 
make a legal Return of the Warrant without. executing it ® 
Landlord. *. Carry. it back to Mr. Parſons, and tell him 
to wipe his Breech with it; and I'll bear you out in it.” 
So they return'd, without giving her any further Trouble. 
Another Warrant was iſſued aut againſt Francis Boy, Phy- 
| ician, on the ſame Account, = of the ſame Value, 
who. was likewiſe abſent at the Time of his pretended 
Conviction. When the Officers came to diſtrain his 
Goods, he was not at home. So his Cattle were taken 
away, to the Value of between 20 and 3o/. He after- 
wards, an. Inſpection, found by his Books, that he was 
attending a Gentleman. the Time he was ſaid to be cone 
victed. To this Gentleman he went, and enquired. of 
him if he could remember the Day he attended him? The 
Gentleman anſwer'd, He had good Reaſon, to zemember | 
© it; for, ſaid he, if you had not done what you did for 
< me that Day, I believe I ſhould have been now in my 7 
Grave.“ He then inform'd the Gentleman of the Reaſon 
that induced him to give him that Trouble. Well, reply'd 7 
he, I adviſe you to appeal to the next. Qganter Seſſions | 
| for Redreſs; and you may affure yourſelf I'll endeavour | 
b * to ſerve you what lies in my Power; for I'll _ my So 
| n a „ 
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| © that you were 
dhe had no Occaſion to appr For it ſoon took Air that 


| the had ſuch a ſubſtantial idence in his Favour; and his 
: "Cattle were return d before the'Seffiotis. 
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Brother and myſelf, with Four Friends more were diſch 


- the ſeveral N my Father had with the Biſhops, 
AF others, before mentioned, I have been careful to pen them 


Chriſtian ** I have End; Who am 


WH) jr 
5 or Bench of Juſtices n Ehe 
th me that. Day. But it ſo fell at” that 


Not long after, It pleas'd God to viſit our ea Father 


ed. 1 had Lade to tan 
- "him in the major Part of the Time he was ſick: And the 


Loxp was esl bn to favour him with his living Preſence in 


Bis laſt Moments; and having honourably finiſhed his Day's 

Work, he departed this Life'in the Year 168 3, and was 3 
Terred in the Piece of Ground he had long before 
* © Friends for a Burying-place, ſituate at the tower 
x Orchard, at Sid#:gron, near Cirencefter. 


of f his ; 
Some Days after his Interment, 1 Tard the Wa this my 0 
by the Judge; but that the other Four were detain'd for 
their Fees. 1 therefore went down to uſe my Intereſt wi 


tte Jailer fortheir Diſcharge. I found him ill in Bed; gng 


told me he was very willing to remit the Fees belon 
Himſelf; but there was fome due to the Under-Sheri 


- thoſe were not in his Power. But ſoon after, Feu nd 
' To ordered, that we all had our Liberty; and I came 


» 


ſettled at my preſent Habitation at Che/sham, in Buckingham- 
Mie, whete I have now dwelt about forty Years. 


Thos, confideting, that it were great Pity thoſe fingular 


S Providences of the Almighty ſhould not be recorded, for : 
he Benefit of Poſterity, 1 was willing, for my own Perufual 


and that of my Family, and ſome few particular Friends, to 
commit them to writing. In the doing of which, Nr 


down in the ſame Words they were then s'd-in, as 
near as I could recolleR, or at leaft to retain the genu 
Senſe and Purport of them. Which (Reader) if chey 78 
to thy Confirmation and Encouragement in a Courſe of 


= bind 0 
Chobe, 41k Mo.  DaNIEL Roszars 


The End. 4 


